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1 AD two motives for my ji 
to Dantzick, firſt, to ſettle with my 
brothers and ſiſter our reſpective ſhares 
of my mother” s fortune; and, ſecondly, 
thence to go to Peterſburgh to ſee my. 
friend, the Counteſs of 5 —. It is 
worthy of remark, that before J leſt 
Hungary, Duke Ferdinand of Brunſ- 
wick, Governor of Magdeburg, had 
already received orders to prepare my 
priſon: This is a fact which I had 
from his own mouth. Letters were 
alſo written from Vienna to Berlin, im- 
porting that the King of Pruſſia ought 
4 to 
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to be on his guard againſt Trenck, who 
propoſed to ſtay. at Dantzick till the 
King ſhould ſet off to join the camp he 
was forming in Pruſſia, and then in- 
tended to avail himſelf of that opportu- 
nity to make an attempt upon his life. 
. was the horrible dęſign imputed 
to me by my enemies of Vienna, and 
this baſe plot they fabricated to get rid 
of me, and to enjoy quietly the valuable 
inheritance of my couſin, of which they 
kept poſſeſſion, and of which they wiſhed 
to ſtrip me altogether, ; 1 have for wit- 
neſſes of this infamous treachery, Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and he. whole 
8 Miniſtry of Berlin. Ty 
It was the more neceſſary to > eftabliſh 
f firm ly the truth of what I have advanced 
aboye, as the execrable crime I was 
ſuppoſed to meditate is the only thing 
that can apologize for the inhumanity, 
with which I was treated by the immor- 
tal Frederick. 


TE Toe 
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3 The withholders of my fortune em 
ployed a perſon of the name of Wein- 
garten, Secretary to the Count of Puebla, 
then Ambaſſador from the Court of 
Vienna at Berlin, to convey tothe King's 
ear! the notices that concerned me. 
This is the ſame Weingarten who was 
found” in 1756 to have betrayed the 
fecrets of the State. In the beginning 
of the war he quitted the ſervice of 
Auſtria for that of Fruſſia, and was not 
only the cauſt of all my misfortunes, 
but in 1755, when he ſtill enjoyed ne 
confidence of the Ambaſſador, he occa- 
fioned the drath of my ſiſter *, and ine 
of two worthy ſoldiers; as 1 ſhall relate 
in the courſe of theſe memoirs. „ 
Ik is then certain that I was baſely ſold 

by people at Vienna, whoſe intereſt it 
was to keep me out of the wo for ever. | 


i 10 Hie 05 4 2111 I - 
*/ She died in 1758 of a alta the beni 
quence of the ſorrow occaſioned by the ſhock 
piren to her fortune, and her concern for me. 


) 
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My brothers and fiſtes« d pd Nee 
me at Dantzick, in che begirming of 
the month of May. Wes 11A 
fortnight together, and-'ſhared- my mo- 
ther's fortune. My fiſter cleared her- 
ſelf of all blame, in regard to the bad 
reception he had been compelled tc 
give me in 1746, when I went to aſk 
her aſſiſtance; and beſbre we parted 
we vowed unalterable affectio. 

Dantzick, was that of Mr. Abramſon, 
RNeſident from our court, for whom I 
had letters of recommendation, and 
who received me with: the grenteſt 
politeneſs. This man was born in 
Pruſſia, and had never deenat Vieima. 
He had obtained his appointment by 
the recommendation of Count Beſtuſ- 
cheff, without any enquiry being made 
into his capacity; his probity, or his 
attachment tõ the Houſe of” Auſtria. 


He was intimately. acquainted with 
Reimer, 


Beinner the Proflian Reſident, . 
on this occaſion- the. cOteivens % my; 


L a. a Ld ut kad 


mjsfortune, e 643; 

. Ag: ſoan; as my — and, alen 
left; Dantzick, I determined to embark; 
for Ruſſia; but Abramſon, with whoſe 
ſchemes this reſolution did not accord, 
found means to detain, mg eight days 
longer, under various pretexts, that he 
might have tima, in conjunction with 
Reimer, to prepare the ſnare, with 
which: he. intended to entrap me. The 


King of Prufſia. applied to the Magiſ- 


tragy,, of Dantzick to, deliyer me up: 


| but an action ſo contrary to the laws. of 


all nations was not thought adviſable, 


uithout the previous, capſent of the 
Court of Vienna; as I belonged to the 


Imperial ſervice in quality of Captain 
of Cavalry: I had, beſides, a letter of 
ne and a paſſport from the board of 
This, without douht, Was the 
A4 occaſion 


— 


— 
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was dee to wait for an wats be 22 
The day fixed for my departure 
length arrived: I had: already agreed 
for my paſſage on board a Swediſh 
veſſel; but _ en, had ded | 
otherwiſe.” WD 1969 
Abfamidn whoſe object! ie it was to 
Geese and betray me, promiſed to 
ſend one of his ſervants to the port, to 
enquire che exact time of the: veſſel's 
departure. At four 'o'clock- in the 
aſternoon, he told me that he had 
ſpoken himſelf to the Captain, who had 
aſſured him that he mould not fail till 
the following day; that, this being the 
caſe, he ofa expect me to bteaxfaſt 
with him the next morning, a and would 
accompany me to the water ſide. It 
Vas my wiſh to ſend my effects to the 
mip immediately, and to ſleep on board; 5 
for felt a ſecret uneaſineſs or forebo- 
ding, that made me deſirous of leaving 
Dantzick 
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Dantzick as” expeditiouſly "A 1 (poſſible, 
Abramſon, however, inſiſted to the c con- 


trary: he told me that he expected com- 
pany at his houſe, and that I muſt ab- 
ſolutely paſs the evening with him: this 
prevented my returning to my i inn till 
eee I had juſt got into 
, and was reading, when I heard a 
ne at my door. It was not locked, 
and in a moment two Commiſſaries of 
the town, and twenty grenadiers, en- 
tered my apartment, and furrounded 
my bed with fo much proinptĩtude, that 
I had not time to take my arins in my 
defence. My three footmen were like- 
wiſe taken into euſtody, and it was 
fighified to me; that Being accuſed 
of a crime; the worſhipful magiſtrate 
i een, undet the ap me fin of 


ST 9b. 433 OUT, 3 outs bt; 157 C3 I 


"A 1 ods on the Cit is an Jaden 
of ae, rern . ONS: (811 111 1 
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ſutrendring me to his el he 
King uf Puffs: 175 „ . 
My aſtoniſnment, on — myſelf 
| thus betrayed; was great. I was carried 
in filence to the priſon of Dantzick, 
where | I remained four and twenty 
hours. The Reſident Abramſon came 
to ſee me about noon: ere 
eme. aint che hi ook, theſe 
proceedings, as they. regarded a man 
then. in the Imperial fervice ;. but that 
he had been anſwered, that the two 
ſons of a Burgomaſter of Dantzick. of 
the name of Rutenbergs: had met with 
ſimilar treatthient/;at Vienna, and; that 
it was thought proper, on chis occaſion, 
to retaliate: that it was, beſides, im- 
poſſible to refuſe attention to the re- 
queſt and menaces of the King of 
Pruſſia, Who Was determined at all 
events to get me into his power. 


Mr. 


LITE OF BARON, TRENGKs 


- Mr. Abramſon, far from having mad 
any Proteſt in my favour, was on the 
contrary in intelligence with the Pruſ- 
ban Miniſter, and adviſed me to. put 
my papers, and any valuable effects I 
might have, into his hands, as other- 
wiſe I ſhould run the riſł of loſing 
them. He knew that L had received ; 
from, my. family, a bull, of excha for 
ſeven thouſand florins. * gave it bim: 
but J kept my ring, yorth four. thou- 
ſand, and about ſixty louis d'ors, which 
I had in my purſe. He embraced me, 
and aſſured me, that he would do every 
mY in his power to procure me a 
ſpeedy deliverance; ; and that he would 
e take ſuch. ſtegs with the 
9 tal as he hoped. would be at- 
tended with ſucceſs, the Magiſtrate not 
having yet determined, Whether he 
ſhould deliver me up, ang which 


14 


cond pa. þe dep ne in ch ans yen | 


As, He 


— 
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He then left me, edding as he went 
away, a torrent of crocodile tears. 
The following night two Com AIC. 
dre of che town came to my priſon, 
ich Reimer; the Reſident; a Pruſſian 
| Offer, and feveral Serjeants and Corpo- 
rals. They put me into the hands of the 
non: commiſſioned officers; and in a mo- 
ment the pillage began. Reimer ſnatched 
my ring from my finger, took my watch, 
my ſnuff-box, and every other article I 
had about me. In ſhort, they left me 
nothi ing but a coat and a ſhirr, -and then 
ſhut me up in a coach, in the midſt of 
three Pruſſians, with the blinds drawn 
up. A detachment of Dantzick militia 
ee the Yarriage as far as the gate 
of the town, which was opened to let us 
paſs. Here they were relieved by 
dragoons of the ſame city, who eſcorted 
me to Lavenburg i in Pomerania. 
I have forgot the exact date of this 


unlucky day ; but as well as I can re- 
collect, 


ö 


%\F 


detachment of dragoons'at Lavi 
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it muſt have b 


5 in the begin⸗ 


ning of June. Thirty huffars, con- 


Lieutenant, relieved IS 


and in this manner 1 was carried fit 
garriſon to garriſon! a far 'ad Berlin. 
It is to be obſerved that as the dragoons 


of Dantzick accompanied me to Laven- 


burg. the Magiſtracy of Dantzick were 
guilty of the greateſt falſchood, b when, 

ſupported by the traitor Abramſon, they, 
apologized to Vienna, that this eve nt 


could with juſtice be attributed to no- 


thing but my oun imprudence, ſince by 


walking i in the ſuburbs, I had expoſed 


myſelf t to be carried olf by the 3 


1 
ſians. 195 
4 - 


It is Ae that the Gaben of 
vienna never demanded ſatisfaction for , 
this baſe behaviour to an Imperial Of. 


flicer. It was not, indeed, poſſible to 


puniſh Mr. Abramſon. | The affair pro- 


cured him an appointment in Pruſſia, 


and 
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and he immediately after quitted- the 
| Auſtrian fſervice.. | His good fortune, 
however, was nat of Jong duration, for 
in, the yean 1764, the epoch of my en- 
largement, he was condemned to be con- 
fined for life in a priſon at Konigſberg; 
and. his wife, ho was before very rich, 
was reduced to beg her bead. 
Thus have I. ſurvived the greateſt 
part of . enemies; and thus. haye I 
learned by my, own experience, that 


? TIC 


virtue, united, with nee will ſome- 


$5, %.- 6:4 


and arbitrary power. Ts 
Even now I ſee with ſecret j joy ſuch 
x my enemies, As 2 are not dead, either 
doomed to public contempt, or crouch- 
ing before me, when they reflect, that 
their infamous actions are laid open to 
| every eye, and that perhaps a Prince 
may be found who will deign to revenge 
my cauſe. But even ſuppoſing that 
1 mould not happen, 785 oy bs 7 
| ſhould 
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ſhould die in quiet poſſeſſion of my 
fortune, I ſhall: yet enjoy the pleaſing 
donſolation of being pitied by all good 
ns Td 0 will nat. peruſe. with indiffer- 
ence che hiſtory, af my ee. chin. 
fortunes. ſo little merited. | 
I xas carried from garriſon, to, ar- 
riſon, travelling two, three, and ſome- 
times five German miles a day. In 
all che towns throngh which we: paſſed, 
I was received with marks of the; kindeſt 
concern, and mat with no body, wha did 
not ſeem Alec at * ROSIE a 
ation. i Tele 

The fourth Say. we e arrived a5. 2 
where the Duke of Wirtemberg, father 
of the Grand Ducheſs of Ruſſia, com- 
manded, and where his regiment. was 
then quartered... He deſired 10.) ſee 
me; as, much affected by my ftory, 
2 me dine at 1 ee and; 
dar ied 4 his kindueſs 10 far, a as to give 


orders 
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orders tollet me reſt the: Whole Ef the 
nent day, which I paſſed likewiſe) at his 
houſe ; and I received from the Ducheſs 
of Wirtemberg, whom he had lately 
mafried, manf maike of the moſt de- 
| licate attention.” © hor nr: 
The third ay (ae Bing Aiked 
£ again with the Duke, I ſet off to con- 
tinue my journey, in an open carriage, 
wirhout any eſcort; being only accom. 
panied by a Lie „ rege 
ate beſide ine. Ent 113110 
who reflects on hid eaſe 
with which I migh have eſcaped, from 
| my quondam exertions during my con- 
finemtent at Glatz, will doubtleſs be 
müch aſtoniſhed at the tameneſs with 
Which 1 vent, in a manner, to deliver 
myſelf up to my enemies. -Unfortu- 
nately for me, I was not aware in time 
of generous intention of the Duke 
of Wirtemberg; who evidently ſought 
| 16 0 give me an * of in 
15 my 


22 . 
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my eſdape: and who muſt have hinted 
= to tlie officers that accompar 
His greatneſs: of foul Bold per- 
wel have made him ſupport a copris - . 
mand from the King er n 
have the pleaſure of ſaving an innocent; . 
man. Five days elapſed before I reached 
the limits of the province he com- 
manded; and every night I flept in the 
apartment of the officer, who was ap- 
pointed to conduit me without his 
uſing any precaution to prevent my 
eſcape. On the contrary, I received 
from him m 1 ROW OGG 
ns ag mondo og aa dit, 
In ſeveral: places the max env 
was not more than two or three miles 
from the frontiers; and nothing would 
have been more eaſy, than to have ef- 
fected my eſcape: but I was infatuated; 
and the ſame Trenck, who, at Glatz, 
had dared to attack thirty men, and 


who was never acquainted with ſuch a 
ſenti- 
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entiment as fear, was four days-withous 
nen take a. reſolution- 
rough a ſmall: town; 

i when Con cowatodn, 
and, went to lodge at his houſe, | He 
1 8 a very good reception, and; in 
ternoon- rode out without: a lad- 

45 n to the Pruſſian cuſtom, 
at the head of his ſquadron. I remained 
alone in the hauſe, and went into the 
table, where I found three horſes ready 
 fagdled: and bridiad. A ſword and 
piſtols were. hanging up in the room. 

I had nothing ta do: but to mount one 
of theſe horſes, proceed from a poſtern, 
and ride away. I ruminated on what 
w ee ee dare 2d w an the 
bias pang me * to my former 
irreſolution. The. Captain returned 2 
little after, and n to be e 
ae pee agen t 01 . 
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The falling day, Lcontinuied my 
mieden alone, and in his: own 
carriage We: came to a foreſts; where 
propoſed toi me to ulighi, andihelp him 
to loc for them leſt me ar more than 
a hundred yards: diſtance, and gave mo 
the» faireſt opportunity to; eſcapg 4 
did 3 1 but rejoined 


An 4 i 


een vid nd. 9 — 
which E was guarded; led me into a 
very great error. Perceiving that mx 
conductous were carrying me ſtræight to 
Berlin, I'imagined that the Eing u iſned 
6 ſpeak. to me, in order to obtain 

ets ef: plan eee 4 
tive to the war then on the point of 
breaking out. I had a perſect know- 
ledge of chis plan; all the ſeeret nego- 
ciations of Beſtuſcheff having paſſed 
| — 


7 
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hrough my hands; and ie fare 1 
had is them was. better knvwti Wee | 
lin than at nme a9 0h AI e th 


ration, and were changed-26, deſpair, 
when, after a journey aof our days: 


the Duke of Wirten 
delivered over at Boeſlin to iche firſt 
garriſon of infantry. The laſt officer 
of the reg egim bent of! Wirtemberg, in 5 
2 ſeemed eee 


r agb mai :Onducteal | 
lin, by a ſtrong ebe dhe 11 . 
dom that had been given were rigor- 
ouſſy executed. On my x, arrival, I was 
delivered) over to the main guard, I had 
an ſeatinela ce i i ano e 


5 441 L3H 5 


en BARON. nne. 


hen at Potudand. 7705 80 1e 
I remai eee 


On the third, ſeverab officers/of the leity 


made their appearance; ſeated them. 
ſelves ; round a table; and aſked me 
ſeveral queſtions, with the tendency of 
which I was not then acquaintd. 
Iſt, What. I was doing at Dantzick ?: 
And, If I knew Mr. Goltz, eee 
Ambaſſador at Peterſburgh Ji irrortifitn 
zd, The names of the "TY wh ; 


| were concerned in the Dantzick n 


&c. r. tic Ar n Ie 
When thi the nature of this 

ne refuſed to give any anſwer; 

and contented myſelf! with ſaying, that 


in the year 1745-1 had been confined in 


the fortreſs of Glatz, without having 
been either heard in my defence, or 
tried by A Court martial; that in con- 
ſequence I had thought myſelf autho-— 
rized by the laws of nature, to make 
17 uſe 
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my — that now e therſer. 
vice of the Empreſs:Maria Thereſa, in 
quality of Captain af Cavalry; and that 
I. ſtill demanded a furmal trial, advert- 
ing to the ariginall cauſe: of any mis for- 
tunes: in: that caſe, I was ready to an- 
ſwer any queſtions whatever; but that 
the form of the preſent proceedings, in 
accuſing me of new crimes, before my 
juſtification of the former charges had 
| Heen heard, being abſolutely illegal, [ 
could: not conſent nor ſubmit to it. On 
hearing this, I was informed, "that no 
orders had been given on the ſubject; 
and on this account I CE" to 


een in my ſilen ce. 


Aſter my viſitors had written two 
re upon what ſubject I know not, 
S carriage drove up toithe door. Strict 
ſearch was made to ſee whether I had 
any arms concealed; thirtetn or four- 
tren n ducats 19080 had ſtill about me, 

were 


w 4 # 
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were-taken fromme;:and Twas tarcietl 


under-a ſtrong guard through Spanda w- 
to Magdeburg. There the officer who 


commanded the detachment gave me in 


charge to the Captain of the guard at 
the citadel, and the Town Maj or, who 
accompanied me, conducted me imme. 


diately to a dungeon, that had been pre- 


pared on purpoſe. Then, and not till 


then, à miniature picture of my female 


friend at Peterſburg, ſet round with 
diamonds, which I had hitherto ſecreted 
under my ſhirt, was taken · from me. 
The 2 was built in a caſemate, 
Hen ee eee GIG 
a third at the entrance of the caſemate. 


The light came through a window, at 
the opening of the arch of the vaulted 8 
roof, and went through a wall ſeven 


feet thick. Though it gave light 
enough, it was placed in ſuch a manner 


n 1 could neither ſee heaven nor earth; 
| J could 


Heonld. — percevenhe roof of he 


bi contents! of iron, and in 
the ſubſtance of the Vall between them 
u grate of wire} worked ſo cloſe together, 
that - at was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh ar 
object either within or without. Beſides 
all this, the window was guarded with 
palliſades on the outſide, to prevent the 


ig 


1 e any affiſtat ie, My 
faſtened to the floor,” for fear I ſhould 
remove it to the window, and get upon 
it, 4 mattreſs, a ſmall ſtove, and near 
the ftove a box, fixed againſt the * 
and intended to ſerve me for a ſeat. 

was not permitted to have any — 
ment of iron, and my allowance for 
N four and twenty hours, was a pound and 
4 half of e noel een and a a Jug 


of water. bend nt ** 
5 " FRE: £2 1 ; ; Fo S345 #7; beben 


Yortible abode, conſiſted of a bedſtead, 


— — — Q00v 


1 
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Though I had always been a great 
eater in my youth, I was: nevertheleſs 


it was ſo exceedingly: mouldy. This 


who, ſought to- derive a profit from this 
article, of which the number of pri- 
ſoners made the n tion pag 
4 ads, a of was I ſuffered hows 
— the eleven long months that 1 
lived on this involuntary regimen! for 
I ſhould: have required at leaſt ſix 


pounds of bread a day to ſatisfy, my 


appetite. I had no ſooner received 
and devoured my allowance, than I 
felt again the attacks of hunger. I was, 
however, obliged to wait the revolution . 
of the twenty-four hours, before I could 
hope for relief. How willingly would 
I have. given a bill of exchange for a 
thouſand: ducats, on the money I had at 
Vienna, to ſatisfy my appetite for once 
"a 2-8 with 


4 2 
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with dry bread} Hunger ſeldom» per- 
—_ me to fleep.; and when it did, 
1 inſtantly dreamed that I was fitting 
at a table covered with the moſt deli- 
cious viands, and that I was devouring 
them with the greateſt voracity: 1 
thought that the company wondered at 
my appetite. But as my dream did 
= fill my ſtomach, the illuſion was 
not of long duration: I waked, the 
diſhes diſappeared, and left me nothing 
but chagrin. My cravings, however, 
became every day more preſſing. This 
kind of ſuffering prevented my cloſing 
my eyes, and rendered my fituation a 
thouſand times more dreadful; the 
want of fleep doubling the duration of 
time, and POO y that of 0p tor- 
ments. 5 
Heaven preſerve onen men ; from a 
Pn fituation! To a wicked man, it 
would be inſupportable. A man may 
be a week in want; | may ſuffer hunger 
-& for 


Wo 
— 
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for three or four days ; ; but certainly 
there is not a human creature exiſting 
in the univerſe, who has fafted like me 
eleven months, without having it at 
any one time in his power, to take 
half the nouriſhment neceſſary for his 
ſupport, It is generally believed that 
we may accuſtom ourſelves to cat little; 
I experienced the contrary ; my hunger 
cominued conſtantly to increaſe ; and. 
the firmneſs with which I ſupported 
this kind of torture for eleven months, 
is in my opinion the greateft proof 
of fortitude I ever gave in my life. 
Prayers and repreſentations were all 
to no effect. The anſwer was: it is 
_ © forbid by the King's expreſs order to 
give you more.” General Borck, 
Commandant of Magdeburg, a man of 
a cruel and ſevere diſpoſition, ſaid to 
me one day, when I begged him to 
make à ſmall addition to my portion: 
© You gormandized long enough on the 
B 2 © King's 


8 # 
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King's plate, which Trenck ſtole 8 - 
him at the battle of Sorau ; -but you 

' © muſt now learn to eat our ammunition 
© bread in your dirty hole. Your - Em- 

« preſs, has not ſent money for your ſup- 
port, and you neither deſerve the bread 

c allowed you, nor the expence you OC- 


| « caſion, &c. 32 * 2 7 


The three doors were > hat, and 1 was 


leſt to myſelf my bread and water was : 


brought me every day about noon: the 
keys were depoſited at the Command- 
ant's. The door which opened imme- 
diately into my priſon having a little 
wicket in the middle, through which 
my ſcanty fare was conveyed, my dun- 
geon was only opened once à week; 
when the Commandant, accompanied 
by a Major, came to viſit it, after it had 
been previouſſy cleaned by o one of. * 

priſoners. 1 | 
Perceiving that this regular orders was 
5 invariably obſerved . for two months, 
i and 


— 
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and being convinced that no body 
would come at any other time, I began 
a work, of which I had often thought, 
and which I did not find impracticable. 
A part of the floor was paved with 
brick, and extended from the fill of the 
door and the ſtove, to the wall that 
ſeparated my priſon from the neigh- 
bouring caſemate, which fortunately - 
was uninhabited. As there was a ſen-. 
tinel before my window, I ſoon found 
two worthy fellows, who, notwith- 
| ſtanding their orders to the contrary, 
conſented to ſpeak to me, and made me 
acquainted | with the fituation of my 
wretched abode. | 
I judged from thence that it would 
not be difficult to eſcape, if I could 
make my way into the caſemate, the 
door of which was open. Nothing 
would then remain but to paſs the 
Ee and make for the frontiers of 
eee Saxony, 
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Saxony, which were only at a wiles 
diſtance. : 

I formed my plan, ins the ſeveral 
attempts 1 afterwards made to eſcape 
will ful almoſt the whole uh, To! ee 
volume. 

J began by mg the iron bars 
that held down the fill of the door; 
they were near eighteen inches long, 
and were nailed to the box with three 
nails, which 1 dre out, and of 
which J preſerved the heads, that 1 
might put them in their places, at the 
ſtated times, when * Faen, was 
viſited. 

Having thus F the means — 
| ain a breach, I took up the bricks 
of the floor, and found earth under- 
neath. 1 then determined to penetrate 
through the wall behind the box, where 
it was ſeven feet thick. The firſt 
lining was brick, but 1 came after- 
wards to large hewn ſtones. I counted 

VF N 
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the number of bricks I had removed 


both from the floor and. the wall, that I 
might replace them, ſo as to avoid fuf- 


picion; and when I vas ſure nf © 


ſucceeding, continued my work. The 


evening before the viſit of my priſon 
every thing was in its place. 


ee enge e eee, 24 


tion of the wall, a foot in height; but I 
took care 10 place the bricks as they 
wore before; and v0 fill the imterſtives - 
with the duſt of the mortar, which 1 
wetted for that purpeſe. 1 fcraped the 
walls that had perhaps een whites 
N a hundred 


times made a 
e | | hc replaced, and ; 
The ron ee iſe}: aphids 
ſuch a manner that it was ĩimpoifiblæ to 
perceive the ſmalleſt alteratioůƷ. 
and if my keepers W 


ö * 
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to viſit my priſon on any Gay" by: the the 
uſual one, all would have been 
vered. But as in ſix months this did 
not once happen, ts project became 
1 promiſing. Dunne uf... 
It was; nevertheleſs neceſſary to . 
F jo Voie to get rid of a part of the 
materials, for it was impoſſible to re- 
place the whole. This was the me- 
| thod J employed. Not being able to 
the earth about my room, and walked 
on it till it was reduced to duſt. This 
dul J placed, on che fore part of the 
dow, which: I reached by means of 
the: Nep, of the door. I then made 4 
kind of ſtick, compoſed of ſhavings 
taken from my bedſtead, tied to one 
another with the thread of an old 
king, and at the end of this ſtick I 
1 — Lalſo made 
an imperceptible hole in tie wire grate, 
that was placed in the ſubſtance of the 
py” 2 8 wall 
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| wall of the window, and puſhed the. 
duſt through it with my ſtick, I 
then waited for windy weather, 
and when it it blow: during the 
night, availed . myſelf of the opportu- 
nity to diſſipate it entirely. I am ſure 
that, by making uſe of this expedient, - 
I got. rid of more than three hundred 
pounds of earth, Which put me at firſt 
a little more at my eaſe. But as this 
was not ſufficient, 1 was obliged to 
have recourſe to other means. I there- 
fore kneaded the earth into the form of 
excrements, and dried it, and when my 
priſon door was opened, the priſoner, 
who was ordered to clean it out, thinking 
he was ſweeping away nothing but or- 
dure, rid me every week of e 5 
pounds of earth. - "Bebe 
I 6alſo made little os of, ech, 5 
and blew them through the hole in the 
window, one after e with a paper 
0 & 4 dude, 


34 1197 or BARON TRENCE. 


wbey while the ſentinel vas 7 ie 
| em ar ac 5 iaW 
It is difficult to conceive iow he 
1 met Wh when IT had once worked 
two feet into the ſtone wall. The iron 
Work that I had taken from the ſtep 

of the door, and from my bedſtead, 
deed, an old ramrod, and a little 
Knife with a wooden haft, which were 
Niven me by a charitable ſentinel, and 
which did me good ſervice. The latter 
elpecially was particularly uſeful to me, 
as Tihall relate further on. It was not 
rü after fix months mceffant labour, 
that I found means to pierce the wall, 


and open ' paſſage to the adjoining 


mate. 
During this time I had betete 
of ſpeaking: to ſeveral ſentinels, among 
Whom was an old grenadier of the name 
of 'Gefhard. I particularize this man, 


 Herauſe he gave me uncommon. gpl 
of 
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of fidelity and greatneſs of n 1 
learned from him the exact ſituation of 
my dungeon, and the meaſures your” 
to be taken to make my eſcape. 

All that I was. now in want of, was: 
money to bay a fmall boat, to enable 
me to croſs the Elbe to Saxony, with 
Gefhard, who: offered to be the em- 
panien of my flight. For this pur- - 
poſe, he procured me the affiſtance of 
a Jewels, a native of Deſſau, whaſe 
name was Eſther Heymaninn, and 
whoſe father had been ten years in pri 
fon. This worthy girl whom I never 
aw in my life, gained over two othen 
grenadiers, and as often as they were 
on duty before my priſon, we en- 
tered into converſation together. 
I. made with, thavings,. tied 40: on 
another a ſtick long enough to reach: 
beyond the palliſades, that ſumounded 
* window. and W this means 


vl * 
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procured a PRE" a "ſecond knife, and | 
Aa file. n 's 


7 rREN ck. | 


I then wrote to my Liſters; ain, lived 
at fourteen: miles: diſtance from Berlin; 


informed her of my. ſituation; gave her 
the inſtructions neceſſary to enable her 


to forward my deliverance, and. begged 
her to give the Jeweſs three hundred 
crowns, as I hoped, by her means, to 


be able to eſcape from my priſon. 1 
added to this another oſtenſible letter 
for Count Puebla, the Auſtrian Miniſter 

at Berlin, which contained a bill of ex- 
change for a thouſand florins, payable 
out of the money I had at Vienna, with 
1814 requeſt to him to pay the amount 


to the Jeweſs, having promiſed her 


has ſum as a reward for her fidelity. 
As to my ſiſter's three hundred crowns, 


Eſther was to bring them to me, and to 


take ſuch meaſures with the grenadiers 
as were neceſſary to facilitate my eſcape, 


by means of the hole J had made in 


* 
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the wall, between my ren and the 
caſemate. mY 1 99 
As IL had been obliged to roll my 
letters round a ſtick, in order to con- 
vey them to her, they were conſequently 
open. Eſther, after having received 
them, ſet off for Berlin, and arri ved | 
ſafe at the houſe of Count Puebla: 
The Count commended her intelligence, 

| took my letter, and the bill of exchange 
that accompanied it, and ordered her 
to go and ſpeak to Mr. Weingarten, 
Secretary of the Embaſly, a yur: to Us 
whatever he might direct. Pg ne 
The Jewels meeting with a very 
good reception from Mr. Weingarten, | 
acquainted 'him with the meaſures ſhe 
had taken with the two grenadiers, and 
did not difſemble her having alfo re- 
ceived 3 letter for my fiſter, which the 4 


was to ca ry to her at Hammer, near 
„ i 
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He deſired to ſee it, read 16, 
bade her 80 and execute her Aae Si 
He then gave her two; ducats to de- 
fray the expences of her j journey; re- 
a her to call on him at her re- 
turn; and told her, that in the mean 
time he would endeavour to touch the 
amount of the bill of exchange, and 
would give her freſh ane when 


he ſhould ſec her again. 
My meſſenger went gart to aw. 
mer, and found my ſiſter, who was then 
a widow, and ho being no longer, as. 
in 1746, afraid of incurring her huſ- 
band's diſpleafure, was overjoyed to hear 
I was alive, and immediately gave the 
Jeweſs the three hundred croumms. 
Eſther. returned with all expedition 
to Berlin, with a letter to me from my 
ſiſter; and went and ſhowed: the whole 
to Mr. Weingarten. He read the let- 
ter, aſked the names of the two grena- 


diers; told cd that the thouſand florins 
; | | fromi 
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from Vienna were not yet come to 
hand, gave her twelve ducats, and de- 
carry me ley a news ſhe, 3 
communicate, and then to return to 
Berlin, to receive her thouſand florins. 
Eſther ſet off for Magdeburg, came 
ſtraight to the citadel, but fortunately 
met at the gate the wife of one of the 
grenadiers; who told her, that her huſ- 
band and his comrade had been con- 
As ſhe did not want ſenſe, ſhe imrnodi- 
ately conjectured that we had been 
betrayed, and turning NE beak, 
arri ved ſafe at Defiau. -- © (ne 
I will here interrupt my nacrative, 
to give my readers the key of this in- 
ternal enigma. Mr. Weingarten, Se- 
cretary of the Embaſſy, was, as has been 
ſince diſcovered, a traitor, in whom 
Count Puebla placed by far too much 


confidence. He was in the pay of 


Pruſſia, 


— 
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Pruſſia, and ſerved that court as 2 ſpy. 
He had not only divulged the ſecret of 


- projected there; which was the cauſe 


vice, as as hoſtilities commenced. 


it appears, by a receipt bearing date the 
24th May, 1755, that the amount was 


and ſince my deliverance it has been 


the public affairs treating at Vienna, 
but alſo the whole plan of the war 


of his going over to the Pruſſian ſer- 


Reſpecting myſelf, he betrayed me that 
he: might appropriate to his own uſe 
the | thouſand florins, ariſing from the 
bill of exchange drawn on Vienna; for 


paid out of my effects to Count Puebla; 


charged to my account. I am the 


more inclined to believe that Weingar- t 
ten pocketed this ſum, as I cannot per- r 


ſuade myſelf that it could be the Am- 


baſſador, although the receipt is figned WM t! 


by the latter; which I can eaſily prove, | pl 


. 15 1 have" it in my Poſſeſſon. 5 m 


| N | Thus tif 
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Thus Weingarten; tnarhe inis ſteal 
a thouſand florins with impunity, plung- 
ed me into an abyſs of misfortunes, 
| occaſioned the afflictions of my ſiſter, 
which were terminated by a premature 
death, e the cauſe of one of the 
grenadiers being hanged, and of the 
other's running the gantlet on three 
ne days. Ex Y 24 fob © 3410 
The Jeweſs was the only 1 who 
bad che good fortune to extricate her- 
ſelf from this diſeovery. She ſent me; 
after my enlargement, a manuſcript re- 
lation of all that paſſed; which I have 
preſerved to this day. More than a 
hundred blows were given with a ſtick 
to her poor father, to compel him to 
reveal what he knew of the plot, as 
LA place of his daughter's re- 
reat. He died in the midſt of his 
3 crying out, in vain, for 
mercy, :;: My ſiſter! my unſortunate 
ks was | forced to build, at her own 
e | PT 
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n G6gs her fortune was 


reduced to nothing, her children were 
beggared, and the died eee 
at thirty- three years of agu 
Dear - ſhade! innocent eee 
cruel mn As yet J have not had 
5 — in vain to dip my hands in 


P corrupted blood of the odious 


arten: but he was in 2 Place of 


Ghats as villain had : found: in his 
. an ere inacceſible "_ _ 


ah Was feveral ane withour knowing 


e es rthy 'Geſhard {mounted 


guard over any priſon. The paſts were 


doubled; and two gronadiers were 


placed ſentinels at my door; which 
Un all kind of | explanation / almoſt 


SO KL impoſſible. 


ible. He found means, never. 
theleſs, to make me eee 
fate of his two comrades. 
The King coming at this time o 1 
Magdeburg, to review his troops, went | 
to Fort Etoile, and ordered a new dun- 
geon to be built on purpoſe for me. 
He preſcribed at the fame time _ 
neee was to wear. 
offcers ſay, that this ks was in- 
ended for me. He informed me of 
its but aſſured me, however, that it 
could not be ready before the end f 
the month. I determined, on this ac- 
count, to make my eſcape as ſoon as 
poſſible, through the aperture in the wall. 
without waiting for _ —_— aſſiſtance 
than my own. 
The ching was not impolible: 1 had 
platted the horſe-hair of my mattraſs. - 
into a cord, which I meant to make 
faſt to a cannon, and by its aſſiſtance 
to, 


to ſlide down the rampart. I ſhould 
then have ſwam acroſs the Elbe, and 
taken refuge. within the ' frontiers of 
Were TN are oat at a apt s diſ- 
e, 9 
ue 26th. of May, 1 e to 
Aniſh the hole, through which T hoped 
to make my way into the adjoining 
caſemate. Bur when I came to the 
bricks with which it was paved, I found 
them ſo hard, and the mortar ſo te- 
nacious, that I was obliged to poſtpone 
the buſineſs to the following day. The 
day began already to dawn, when fa- 
tigue forced me to leave off my work 
and if any one had then came into my Wl .. 
priſon, the opening T had made would 
certainly have been diſcovered. Fe 
| What a ſtrange deſtiny is aber ob 
Throughout my whole life, I have fallen 
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th 


into the loweſt pitch of wretchedneſß 5 
5 2 moment 1 ue thought I had * 


Fill nothing 
i Fa {i þ 4 * + * 
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nothing more to fear, and every ding 
to hope. 1 a) 
The ity of May was a dreddful day 
to me. My dungeon at Fort Etoile was 
| finiſhed ſooner than was expected; and 
at the fall of night, while I was mak - 
ing preparations for my eſcape, I heard 
a carriage ſtop before my priſon. My 


— —_— 


| doors and locks were fuddenly opened, 
| with much noiſe; and I had only time 
to hide my knife, as a laſt reſource, 
: when I ſaw the Town: Major, the Major 
: of the day, and a Captain with two 


h enter uy wretched! ker 

tion. | 
All they aid + was, dreſs ira: 5 
This was ſoon done. 1 had ſtill my 
uniform of the regiment of Cordova. 
Fetters were given me, which I was 
obliged to faſten myſelf on my hands 
and feet. The Town Major tied a ban- 
dage over my eyes, took me under the 
arm, and in this manner conducted me 
* 1 


en 
els 
jad 
ing 
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to the. carriage. The way from the 
— to Fort Etoile is through the 
town. A profound ſilence reigned at 

firſt —_— us; but we were no ſooner 
in the city, than I heard a humming 
_ Noiſe, occaſioned by the crowd of peo- 
ple, who flocked to ſee me. Their cu- 


lTioſity aroſe from a report that F was 


a to be beheaded. The officers 
who einer me were ordered to con- 
firm them in their miſtake; becauſe it 
was the King's deſire that every one 
ſhould be ignorant of my fate. | 
Although I knew what their bufincls 
was, I pretended to believe that I was 
really going to be put to death; and, 
% they had not put a gag in my mouth, 
I ſpoke to my conductors like a man 
who has no longer any conſiderations to 
obſerve. I reproached them with being 
the inſtruments of the deſpotifm of a 
King, who treated in ſo unworthy 4 


manner one of his moſt faithful ſub- 
Jects, 


c 


r or BARON TRENCK. 47 


e withoire paving ever heard his de- 
fence, or brought him to a legal trial. 


The fortitude I ſhowed, at a moment 


when it was ſo natural for me to expect 
to loſe my life by the hand of the exe- 
cutioner, kept them in awe. They 
made no anſwer; but I could perceive, 


| by half. ſtiffed fighs, that they were not 


inſenfible to my unfortunate ſituation. 
It is certain that few Pruſſians would 
have been fond of nnen ew a 
gms of bufineſs, 
At length the carriage need? and 
I was led to my new dungeon. There, 
by the light of ſeveral candles, the 
bandage that covered my eyes was 
taken off. Bur, good Heaven! what 
did I perceive? Two lockſmiths, with 
their hammers and anvil, and the mm 
floor covered with chains. 
They went immediately to work. M 
feet were faſtened with enormous chains 
to a ring ſunk in the wall, at about 
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| three PRO from the 


| each fide. They then girt my naked 
5 body with a broad iron girdle, from 


which deſcended a chain, faſtened at 


the other extremity to a a. bar of iron, 
two feet long. At each end of this bar 
Vas a handcuff, that confined my hands, 
as is repreſented in the frontiſpiece of 
| the firſt. volume.——The AE was not 
added till the year 1756. 
As ſoon as the work was — Gey 
| every body retired in ſilence, and I 
heard the dreadful creaking of four 
on, which. ſhut cloſe PB one ano- 


2 9 £ 
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kene then did 4 remain, n con- 
folation, and without aſſiſtance, aban- 


doned to my reflections, and ſtretched 
out, in the dark, upon a damp pave- 


ment. My chains ſeemed inſupportable 


before I was accuſtomed. to them, and 


1 thanked Providence, that had pre- 
5 Vvented 


ground, Fa that I 
could only take two or three ſteps on 


— 1 SS. 
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vented the diſcovery of my knife, with 


which I could in a moment r put mn | 

to my ſufferings. | 
J cannot give my reader an idea of 

what I ſuffered the firſt night. I was 


doomed to a long confinement ; the 


war between Pruffia and Auſtria was 
but juſt declared, and my deliverance 
could not take place till the peace. On 
the other hand, I well knew that the 
people at Vienna, who had my fortune 
in their poſſeſſion, would do every thing 
in their power to prevent my return. 
The night paſſed away in the midſt of 
theſe painful refle&tions, and the day 


came, but my abode did not partake of 


its ſplendour. In this imperfect dark- 
neſs, however, I 6g diſtinguiſh the 
form of my dungeon. It was ten feet 
long, and eight broad ; in one corner 
was a kind of bench of brick, intended 
for a ſeat; and oppoſite the place where 
I was chained, was a window of ſemi- 

Vo. II ð en 
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circular form, which was opened 
through a wall ſix feet thick: it was 
one foot in height, and two feet in 
breadth. The paſſage through which 
the light penetrated into my priſon 
took its direction upwards, as far as the 
middle of the wall, and then deſcended 
outwards towards the earth, forming an 

angle, with ſtrong iron bars at each ex- 
tremity. 

As my tomb was at a | fimall diſtance 
from the rampart, and only received 
the light by reflexion, it is eaſy to con- 
ceive that it muſt have been very dark. 

After ſome time, however, my eyes 
became ſo accuſtomed to it, that I could 
ſce a mouſe run along the floor ; but in 
the winter, when the ſun was not viſible, 
I might be truly ſaid, to live iff eternal 
night. A ' wooden chair, which was 
taken away the next day, was alſo given 


me, and a Jug of water. | 
3 The 


Ire or BARON” FRENOK, © 1 
The name of Trenck had been in- 
cruſted on the wall with red bricks, at 
the time it was built, and under my 
feet was a tomb intended for me, on 
which was alſo Py name and a oy 
head. 181% WO 3 Jo "bt; 3 ions - 

There were two ben dum to FP 
dungeon, and in the way to it a kind 
of lobby, inta which a window had. 
been opened, and which was likewiſe 
ſecured by two doors of the ſame kind. 

It was the King's intention that this 


dungeon ſhould be built in ſuch a man-—- 


ner, as to put it abſolutely out of my 
power to have any communication with 
the ſentinel: it was ſurrounded with, 
palliſades twelve feet high, forming a 
kind of park, the key of which was 
depoſited with the officer of the guard. 
My priſon having been built of lime 
and plaſter, in the ſhort ſpace of eleven 
days, and I having been committed to it 
immediately after, it was thought that my, 
122 G2 ſufferings 


bs 
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ſufferings could not be of long duta- 

tion. Indeed, during the fi t half year, 
the r dropped continually from the 
ee ee my body; and 1 can 
aſſure my readers, that for the firſt three 
months I did not know what it was to 
be dry. we atk, "API, * not 
ahr. 8 
Wen the ola cam to „ mes 
ewbich was every day after the relief of 
the guard) they were obliged, before 
they entered, to leave the doors' open 
for à few minutes, as otherwiſe the 
exHalations from the walls, added to 
the thickneſs of the "_ Rad the 
candles. 

Left to melir in this horrid abode, 
without friends, without aſſiſtance, and 
without conſolation, my itnagination 
filled with the moſt dreadful images, 
and the moſt calculated to drive # man 
to. deſpair, Ieannor, ts this day, con- 


ceive what it was that withheld my hand 
from 


O) . 7 
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from completing the tragedy. Twelve 


o'clock, however, ſtruck, and my tomb 


was opened for the firſt time. Pity and 
commiſeration were painted on the faces 
of my keepers; but the profound ſilence 
they obſerved, and the time they em- 
ployed in opening the | doors, to the 
locks and bolts of which they were 


fot yet accuſtomed, infpired terror. 


My chair was removed, and a bed- 


| Read, with a. mattreſs, - and a good 


blanket, put in its place. A whole 
ammunition loaf was given me, weigh 
ing 6x pounds, and the Town Mayor 
ſaid to rae : - that you: may not com- 
plain any longer that you are ſtaryed, 
© can eat.” A jug of water, containing 
about four quarts, was alſo given me; 
and then the doors were ou and gary 
body diſappeared. | 

It would be diffcult to deſcribe che. 


. exceſs of my joy, on thinking that I 
C 


3 was 
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was going to ſatisfy my appetite, after 
having for eleven months ſuffered the 
torments of hunger. There is no hap- 
pineſs in the world, that, in the firſt 
inſtant, ſeemed preferable to mine. 
Never did a fond lover, after long ſigh- 
ing in vain, fall with more rapture: into 
the arms of his miſtreſs; never did a 
 tyger, thirſting after blood, throw him- 
Jelf with more. fury on his prey, than 1 
upon my bread. I ate; I devoured ; 
now and then I ſtopped for a moment, 
that I might the better ſavour my plea- 
ſure, and then J ate again; I thought 
my fate leſs hard; I wept for joy: I 
ſwallowed one bit after another, and 
before the Wage came, the whole loaf 


was devoured. 3 „ 


O nature]! what an \ jnexpreiiible 
charm haſt thou attached to the ſatisfy- 
ing of all our wants l and how happy 
would the rich man be, if he waited 
r oo Ter vm to # four 
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four and twenty, or eight and forty 
hours before he ſate down to his re- 


paſt! 


My pleaſure, however, was of ſhort | 


duration; and my exceſs was ſoon pu- 
niſhed by pain. My ſtomach was 
weakened by long faſting, and unable to 
digeſt the bread; my body ſwelled, 
and my jug was exhauſted. The cramp | 
and the cholick, followed by inſatiable 

thirſt, ' and accompanied with acute 


pain, tormented me till the following 


day, and I. already curſed the perſons 
who had given me too much to eat, as I 
had before curſed. thoſe who gave me 
too little. If I had not had a bed, this 
night would certainly have driven me to 
deſpair. I was not yet accuſtomed to 
the enormous weight of my chains, 
nor had I learnt, as I did afterward 8. 
to ſu pport them without inconveni- 


6 Hoke This 
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This was one of the moſt cruel ** 
1 ever paſſed in my liſe. When my 
keepers opened my priſon door the day 
after, they faund me in a dreadful ſitua- 
tion. They were ſurprized at my ap- 
Petite, and gave me another loaf. I re- 
- fuſed it, telling them I ſhould have no 
occaſion for it; but this did not prevent 
their leaving it, with 2 freſh ſupply of 
water. They then wiſhed me happi- 
neſs, as, according to all appearances, 
my ſufferings could not laſt much longer, 
and ſhut the doors, without aſking whe. 
ther I wanted any other aſſiſtance. 
Three days elapſed before I found 
any inclination to eat, In the mean 
time both my body and mind grew 
weaker, and I reſolved to put an end to 


m ſeemed a | folly, and any 
longer delay a want of courage. Yet 
as I did not wiſh to precipitate the 


mauatter, but ta ; take my reſolution with 


a a mary 


LAFE or BARON TRENCKE, = 57 


à manly (coolneſs, I determined to wait 
eight days longer, after having irrevo- 
cably fixed the 4th of July for the day of 
my death. I next employed my thoughts 
in conſidering whether any means of 
eſcape yet remained, or whether I could 
not at leaſt provoke the bayonets of my 
perſecutors to put an end to my mis- 
fortunes. The following day, when the 
four doors' of my priſon were opened, 
1 obſerved that they were only of wood, 
and the idea ſtruck me, that it might 
perhaps be poſſible to take off the locks 
with the knife I had brought from che 
citadel ; and that, at any 'rate, if my 
projet did not ſucceed, it would not 
ſtill be too late to die. I then tried to 
get rid of my fetters. I freed my 
right hand from che handcuff without 
much difficulty, but was at more 
trouble to extricate the left: however 
I rubbed the head of the rivet char con- 


1 fined-i it, with a bit of brick broken off 


Vf. 
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from my. ſeat ſo long, that 2: at laſt 
ſucceeded in drawing it out; and, ſet my 
other hand at liberty. 
As to the iron hoop 1 hd about my 
1 it was only faſtened to the chain 
by a bit. of twiſted iron: I put my feet 
againſt the wall, and by a ſudden exer- 
tion forced it to give way. Nothing 
then remained but the heavy chain which 
I had about my feet, and which met 
with the ſame fate; for I twiſted it ſo long 
that I at laſt found means to break it 
aſunder. Freed from my fetters, 4 
| thought myſelf already at liberty. 
ran to the door, tried to find in * 
dark the points of the nails that held 
on the lock, and perceived that I; had 
not much to do to remove it from its 
place. I went immediately to work 
with my knife, and making a little hole 
at the bottom of the door, found that 
it was 8 am ineh thick, 006. that, I 
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ſhould perhaps be able to force en, al 
the four in the ſame dax. 

Full of hope, I returned to my daa 
but it was no eaſy matter to put them on 
again. After a long ſearch I found the 
ring I had broken, and concealed” it. 
| Fortunately for me my fetters had not 

yet been examined, nor were they viſited 
before I attempted to accompliſh my 
enterprize, it not ſeeming poſſible oe 
me to break them. 

I made uſe of a bit of my hair ribbon 
to tie my chains together: but when I 
tried to put my hand into the handcuff 
that was not open, I met with the 
greateſt difficulty, on account of the 
ſwelling occaſioned by my exertions to 
ſet it atliberty. All the night was ſpent 
in trying to open this handcuff; but it 
was ſo ſtrongly rivetted, that all my en- 
dea vours were ineffectual. TREES 

In the mean time, noon, which was. 
the hour 'of viſiting my priſon, ap- 

a proached, 
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| proached, and the danger became every 
moment more critical. I made new 
efforts, and after having ſuffered exceſ- 

ſive pain, at laſt forced my hand into 
the bandeuff, ſo that nothing was per- 
ceived. 

On the 4th of July the viſit was 
en over, when I threw aſide my 
chains, and began to work with my 


knife at the firſt door. I forced it open 


in leſs than an hour: the iron work was 
within, and gave me but little trouble; 


| butthe ſecond, which ſhut ina contrary. 


direction, fatigued me to ſuch a degree, 
that I thought I ſhould n to 
give up my project. 

When it was open, I eee the 
light through the window of the entry, 
and found that my dungeon was built in 

the ditch of the firſt rampart. I faw 
likewiſe the way that led to it, the 
guard at fifty paces diſtance, and the 
high palliſades that ſurrounded it which 

| it 


it was neceſſary to eſcalade before 1 
could reach the ramparts. My hopes 
increaſed, and I redoubled my exertions 
to force open the third, which opened 
inwards like the firſt, and by ſun· ſet ac 
compliſned my point. 
J haſted to attack the fourth, * 
when half the work was over, the blade 
of the knife broke, and part of it, fell out- 
fide of the door. Heavens! what were my 
feelings at this cruel moment! Never was 
man in ſo afflicting a fituation.—It was 
a beautiful moon-light night—1I looked 
through the window with my eyes 
fixed on heaven; fell on my knees; and 
recommended myſelf to the Sovereign 
Arbiter of death; then riſing again, 
I ſeized the remaining part of my 
knife, opened the veins of my arm and 
left foot, and fitting down quietly in a 
corner of my priſon, let my blood flow. 
Soon after a deep ſleep took poſſeffion 
of my ſenſes. How long I remained 
"15M 
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but my faithful friend Gef har 
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in this happy and peaceful” ſtate 1 
know not; but on a ſudden I heard 


myſelf called by my name: I waked; 
and the voice cried out a ſecond 
time, Baron Trenck! 1 anſwered, Who 


goes there? And who ſhould it be 


d, the 
grenadier, who had promiſed me 
his aſſiſtance, when 1 was at the ei. 


tadel. 


This charitable man nid "ſtole to 


L the rampart, which overlooked oy pri- 


ſon, to conſole me. | 
He aſked me how I did. When 


heard his name, I anſwered, I am 


* ſwimming- in my blood; and to- 
* morrow you will find me dead. 


© How!” replied. he, dead? It is 


much caſier to make your eſcape from 
© hence, than from the citadel. There 


© is no ſentinel near, and I will find 


means to procure you the neceſſary 
* inſtruments, Only get oũt of your 
Sk * priſon, 
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priſon, and leave the 'reſt to me. 
Every time I mount guard, I will 
© endeavour to find an opportunity of 
c ſpeaking to you. There are only two 
© ſentinels at the Fort; one before the 
* ouvard-houſe, and the other tat! the 
barrier- gate. Therefore do not deſ- 
pair; God will aſſiſt you: take my 
word for it.” After this ſhort con- 
verſation, I felt my courage revive. I 
ſaw a poſſibility. of making my eſcape ; 
and a ſecret joy took poſſeſſion of my 
mind. I 'inſtantly tore my ſhirt” to 
pieces, bound up my wounds, and 
waited. for the day, which ſoon e 


peared in all its ſplendour. 1 3101371 


I leave my readers to judge whether | 
it was merely by the effect of chance, 
or by a kind diſpenſation -of Provi- 
dence, that I received conſolation, and 
recovered hope, at the very moment, 
when 1 Was about to breathe my laſt 
5 ho cpr the ern Gef. 

hard 


NES, 


- 
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bard at that moment to my bn. 
For it is certain that if he had not 
come before 1 awoke, I ſhould have fi- 


niſhed opening my veins, berg — 
terminated my misfortunes. - wi 


I had now till noon to . on nne 
ket to be done. But what could 
I expect, unleſs to be worſe treated, and 


to be ſtill more ſtrongly chained, as 


ſoon as it fhauld be perceived that I 


had forced open the doors, and —_— 
alf my ketten? OOTY 


After much eee 11 chen the 
following reſolution, which luckily 
ſucceeded, contrary to all probability. 
But before I give an account of it, I 


will fay a few words of my fituation. 


I was exceedingly weak, and my 


priſon full of blood; and it is certain 


that but little remained in my veins. 


I ſuffered much from my wounds ; my 


hands were ſtiff, and ſwelled by the ex- 


traordinary labour I had undergone; and 
I had 


hw  Yy=_I Wei , . YT YH 
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1 had no ſhirt, having torn. the only 


one I had, to bind up my wounds. 1 
was ſo overcome with ſleep, that I 


could ſcarcely ſtand, and yet it Was 


neceſſary to keep myſelf wes * 
order to execute my prazect. 


Ads che Mais Gat: W 
bar of iron that was faſtened to my 


chains, and heaped up the ruins in the 
middle of my priſon. The inner door 
was wide open, and I barricaded the 

ſecond in ſuch a manner, that it Was 
impoſſible for any one to enter. When 
noon came, and the outer door was 
opened, every body was aſtoniſhed to 
lee the others open alſo; and the Major 
and his attendants came into the entry 
with an air of trepidation. It was not 
till then, that they perceived me at the 
inner door of my priſon, in the moſt 
terrible ſituation, with my clothes co- 
vered with blood, and looking like 2 


madman, I had a brick in one hand, 


| 
1 
. 
| 
| 
| 
15 
ö 
| 
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N 
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and the remaining half of my knife in 
the other. _ © Keep back, Major!“ cried 
I. keep back! go and tell the Com- 
© mandant that I am determined to live 


no longer in fetters, and that he has 


nothing to do but to kill me. No 
1 body ſhall enter here: I will kill fifty 


men, before one ſhall force his way. 
This knife is my laſt reſource... I am 


determined to die; e 1 ſet . 
en defiance.. L 
The Major was frightened: the was 
ee what to do, and ſent to 
the Commandant an account of what 
was going on. In the mean time I fate 
down on the heap of bricks in the mid- 
dle of iny priſon, and there awaited my 
fate. My ſecret deſign was no longer to 
make a deſperate attempt, but to ob 
tain better treatment. | 
A moment after General: Borck ar- 
| rived with the Town Major, and ſeveral 
other Officers : he came into the entry, 
Ris It 


2. — 


— 


but retreated, as ſoon as he ſaw me 
ready to hurl a brick at him. On my 
repeating to him what I had ſaid to the 
Major, he inſtantly ordered the grena- 
diers to force a paſſage. The entry 
was hardly ſix feet wide; therefore not 
more than one or two at moſt, could 
advance a- breaſt; and as ſoon as they 
ſaw me lift up my arm to throw my 
bricks, | they all ſtarted | back. At 
length a ſhort ceſſation of arms tool 
place, during which time the old Major 
ſtepped forward with a Chaplain, to try 
to calm my fury. The parley was long, 
and I leave the reader to judge who had 
the beſt of the argument. 
The Commandant, however, grew 


impatient, and ordered another attack. 


But the firſt grenadier that advanced 

was inſtantly knocked down, and the 

others fled, to avoid the ſame fate. 

The Major then made i aila | 

a ſecond time: «In the name of God, 
(4 my 


Sette ae. Tet LY — — ——— — SA. 


F 2 
ON TR SHER, 
LY 


| 4 my dear br Sid he; % wha 


© have I done, that you ſhould wiſh to 


| make me unhappy? I alone ſhall be 
_ © obliged to anſwer for having left you 
© knife, when you quitted the citadel. 
he compoſed; I beg of you : you are 


not yet without re nor without 
* friends.” 9 

My W was: Shall 1 not hd 
loaded with n chains, than thoſe 
I had on before? The Major went out, 


ſpoke to the Commandant, and gave 
r e inci- 
N. ſhould make no —— hae. | 


ever in my future treatment. 
Having thus obtained beiten 


lallowed a free entrance into my priſon. 
My fituation excited compaſſion. My 


wounds were examined; a fſurgeon 
was ſent for to dreſs them; a: ſhirt 
was gien me, and the blood and 


bricks were taken away. During this 
time 1 lay half dead _ my bed, 


and 


11 S- WW CI wt EV 


9 ws . .. 


and felt an inſatiable dbirl. The fut- 
geon ordered; ſome wine and foup 
to be given me: two ſentinels were 
planted at my door, and I was: llt 
four days without chains. | 
I. remained eight and ny „ 
a kind of lethargy ; every time I waked, 


1 was obliged to drink, and yet I did 


fect, and hands were prodigioufly ſwel- 
led, and. I felt violen pains in a bs 
and limb. 

On the fifth day the new we were 


finiſhed; the inner one of my priſon 


was ſtrengthened with i iron. My chains 
were fixed as before, | it not being 
thought neceſſary to take additional 
precautions. The chain faſtened to the 
wall, that had been broken, was alone 
replaced by a heavier one. In all other 
reſpects. the capi was religiouſly 
obſerved. My keepers Cs that 


the um s orders were ſo poſitive, that 
they 


| 
| 
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they were not permitted to render my 
ſituation more tolerable, they wiſhed me 
patience and e and ſhut the 


. 13 I #331 5:41 


doors. be EEE» hs 1 90 VII 


I ſhall now give my readers a e 


tion of my dreſs. As my hands were 
faſtened to the. bar of iron, and my feet 
chained to the wall, J could not wear 


ſhirt or ſtockings of the common kind: 


I tied the former, which was open all 


the way down, with ſtrings, and changed 
it only once a fortnight. My ſtockings 


were of worſted, and buttoned on both 
ſides. A blue frock, of coarſe linen, 


tied alſo with ſtrings, covered my body, 


and a pair of rr er * * 
of ſhoes. 

The worthy Gefhard having! el 
my hopes, I endeavoured to diſcover 


ſome new means of making my eſcape. 
A ſentinel was placed at my door; and 
the men ſelected for this purpoſe were 
generally married, and natives of the 


panty country, 


n as — 


On rr has es fig a— n Pony 
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country, as it was ſuppoſed they were 
not to be ſo eaſily corrupted as foreign- 
ers: but this was a groſs miſtake, for 
the Pomeranians are good ae. and 
ſtupid, and eaſily perſuaded. it 

By inſenſible degrees I e. 7 —5 
cuſtomed to my chains. I learned to 
comb my hair, and even to tie it. As 
| I was never ſhaved, my beard gave me 
a, frightful appearance, and I deter- 
mined to pluck it out. I ſuffered much 
from this operation at firſt, eſpecially 
from the hairs round my mouth, but, 
like other things, it became habitual, 
and during the following years, I never 
failed to repeat it once in fix weeks or 
two months. I was free from every 
kind of vermin, the humidity of my 
priſon being, without doubt, unfavour- 
able to their exiſtence. My limbs were 


prevented from ſwelling, by the con- 


tinual exerciſe I was careful to take, 
either by jumping in wy chains till I. 


per- — 


72 rf Of BAROY TRENCK. | 


perſpired, or when I was freed from 
them, by the different occupations in 
which 1 paſſed my time. The darkneſs 
1 ved in was the only ching F could 
not accuſtom myſelf . 

I had learnt too. much, A ben too 
much of che world, to be without con- 
ſtant ſubjects for meditation ; the habit 
' contracted of thinking became ſo 
great, that T'compoſed' ſeveral diſcour- 
ſes, fables, poems, and ſatires, which! 


recited aloud, and which remained fo | 


deeply impreſſed on my memory, that 
: after my deliverance; I was able to 
commit two volumes of them to paper. 

Thus employed in mental labour, 
vithout pen or paper, my days of for- 
row paſſed away with wonderful rapi- 
dity. The concluſion of my hiſtory 
. will prove that I owed to the occupation 
5 1 had choſen, the attentions that were 
ſhewn me, ſeveral friends, permiſſion to 


0 write, light, and at length liberty. The 


con- 


— 


ix or BARON TRE NR. 73 


onſolations - I received in my priſon 
were the fruits of the ardour with which 
I had applied myſelf in my youth to 
the” day! ef dhe Wers Let me 
therefore adviſe my readers to employ 


0 their time as uſefully as I did mine. 
As every King has it in his power to 
it beſtow employments, hondurs, and a 


ſo fortune on the man who leaſt deſerves 
rh them, ſo may he take them again away, 
1 and reduce him to his original obſcu- 
rity. But all the endeavours of ſove- 
reign” power would be vain, if it at- 
tempted to give knowledge, or an ele- 
vated ſoul to a fool, or deprive the 
man of genius of his mental advantages. 
This is the wiſe diſpenſation of Provi- 

dence, which has ordained that the 
attainments we owe to ourſelves, ſuch 
3 virtue, knowledge, and a love of la- 
bour, ſhall ſtill be ours, in ſpite of mis- 
fortune, and all the efforts of human 


en ; while all that others give us, 
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or all that we obtain from their. weak. 
neſs, is a as Son a morn- 
ing dream. 

Thus, hank, the power 9 anger 
of Frederick. made the neighbouri 
' nations tremble, and deſtroyed: awhol 
armies, yet could he never deprive. me, 
in a gloomy dungeon and loaded with 
3 of my honour, my eaſe of con- 
ſcience, or my fortitude. I braved his 
ineffectual efforts. Supported by my 
| rights, 1 found in myſelf ſufficient 
force to refiſt, 20 at 8 ninad a 
triumph. 1 8 

About three ade th my aſk en- 
terprize, the worthy Gefhard mounted 
his firſt guard. This afforded us an 
opportunity of ne. freely to- 
cription of Py 5 af. my- s 
I formed a plan of eſcaping under the 
foundations, which he had ſeen built, 

| | and 
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| and which he adined me were only tw. 


feet thick. 
Money 5 an W ne 


* the following were the means I em- 


ployed to procure ſome. Gefhard rol- 
led a ſheet of paper round a long wire, 


and conveyed it to me through the grate 


of my window: a bit of wax candle, 
4 pen, and a lighted match, found their 
way to me in the fame manner. _ Want- 
ing nothing but ink, I pricked my 
finger, and made ny" ous Topply its 
FR 

Lihew ate 3 to write to Views, 
to my faithful friend Captain Ruck- 
hardt. I communicated my ſituation in 
few words; ſent him an order for three 


thouſand florins on the income of my 
fortune, and begged him to apply it to 


the following uſes. 


A deſtined a ' thouſand florins for. 5 5 
expences of his journey to Gummern, 


a OF town in Saxony, at only 'two 


* 5 miles 
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miles diſtance from Magdeburg, whither 


he was to repair without fail on the 15th 
of Auguſt. I begged him when there, 


to ſhow himſelf on the ſame day about 


noon, with a letter in his hand, and to 


give the other two thouſand florins to a 


perſon whom. he would ſee holding a 


roll of ſmoking tobacco, and who 


would advance to meet him; after 
which 1 deſired him to n. to 


Vienna.? 


I gave this letter, 151 che F 
inſtructions to Gefhard in the ſame 
manner as he had conveyed the paper 


- to me, and he ſent the packet to Gum- 


mern, by his wite, who pure it _ into 


| the poſt: . 


From that moment my bps grew 
greater and greater, and as often as 
Gefhard was on guard, we conſulted 


together concerning my eſcape. At 


length the 15th of Auguſt arrived. 


| Some time however * before 


Gef hard 
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Gefhard was placed ſentinel near my 
priſon; but how great was my joy, 
when J heard him fay one day, every 
thing has ſucceeded. _ 
The next difficulty was how to con- 
vey the money to me. I could not with 
my hands fettered to. a bar of iron, 
reach the wire grate; the window be- 
ſides was too ſmall. It was therefore 
agreed upon, that the firſt time Gef. : 
hard ſhould mount guard, he ſhould. 
undertake to clean out my dungeon, 
and that while filling my jug with 
water, he ſhould avail himſelf of the 
opportunity to convey the money into 
it. Every thing ſucceeded to our wiſh : 
Fas only ſurpriſed to find, inſtead of 
a thouſand florins which I expected to 
receive, having promiſed the other 
thouſand to Gefhard, the entire ſum, 
five piſtoles excepted, which was all he 
m"—_ ne to take "wt his trouble, 
D 3 . 3 15 . ms. 
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norwirhſtanding my intreaties Xp! the 
contrary. | 
f Honeſt- Pb? "ow; few 
will be tempted to imitate your 
example ! May your name, united with 
my deplorable deſtiny, be immortalized 
by my writings !—Never ſhall I meet 
with-a greater or more diſintereſted ſoul 
than yours. 
Il found means ri to gia 
on him to accept the thouſand florins; 
but the ſequel will ſhow, that he never 
touched them; and they were ſome 
years after the cauſe of his filly wife's 
misfortunes. _ 
Being provided with money, I began 
to think of executing my firſt project, 
which was to eſcape by a ſubterraneous 
5 paſſage, excavated under the foundations 
_ my priſon, _ 
Jo effect this, it was hey to 
Sogn by getting rid of my chains. 
 Gefhard . me a couple of files, 


with 


8 2 
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with which 1 went ſo dexterouſſy to 
work, that in a very ſhort time, the 
operation was finiſhed. - I managed 
matters ſo well, that I could put on 
my -fetters at the hour of Wini, my 
priſon, without its being Feen ** 


ceive the ſmalleſt alteration. 


I :then endeavoured. to W the 
wire: grate, that was fixed mid-way 
between the extremities of my window. 
I ſucceeded. ae well ben . as 


| amnion 1 had only oats it 8 


morning. I had now free communica- 
tion with the ſentinels, and obtained all 
the inſtruments of which I ſtood in 
need, even candles, tinder-box, & c. 


That no body might perceive 1 had a 
light, I hung up my blanket before-the 
window; by which means I worked wich 


out fear of diſcover. 
The floor of my priſon was Sager 


. [70008 oaken planks, three inches 
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| thick: there were three lapel of them, 


one over another, in contrary directions; 


making the whole thickneſs nine inches, 
and they were held together 95 iron 
ae a foot long. 
The bar of my bundevn was of 
ſingular uſe to me on this - occaſion. 
I employed. it inſtead of pincers to lift 
up a plank of the firſt laying. I cut off 
a part of this plank by means of the 


ſame bar, which I had converted into 
a chiſſel, by ſharpening it at one end. 
Tafterwards returned the plank. into its 
place, and having filled up the in- 
terſtice with crumbs of bread, and a 


little duſt, it was impoſſible to per- 
ceive the alteration. Encouraged by 


this experiment, I continued my work 
with leſs caution, and ſoon made my 
way through the three planks. I then 


came to a very fine ſand, on which 


Fon Etoile is built. 


Not I n to > proceed Aube 
without 


* 
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without aſſiſtance, my grenadier procured 
me ſeveral yards of linen, with which I 
made bags ſix feet long, and ſufficiently . 
narrow to paſs between the bars. 1 
filled them with ſand, and every time 
Gefhard was on guard, he drew them 
out, and emptied them. 
Having thus got rid of a conſiderable | 
quantity of ſand, I procured powder, 
ball, a pair of pocket-piſtols, a knife, 
and a bayonet, which Iconcealed under 
the floor. After having worked for 
ſome days longer, 1 perceived that the 
foundations of my dungeon were four 
feet thick inſtead of two as Gefhard | 
had told me; and as he was only on 
guard once à fortnight,” the work ad- 
vanced but ſlowly. I did not, however, 
dare attempt to corrupt another ſentinel, 
for fear of being betrayed; expreſs orders 
being given not to ſpeak to me, under 
pain of death. 1 ſuffered much this 


winter from intenſe cold, for want of a 
PO ſtove, 
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ſtove; but as my ſpirits were kept up 


by the hope of eſcaping, I was not the 
leſs chearful, Which was matter of much | 
aſtoniſhment to every body. 

Gef hard furniſhed me likewiſe with 


| proviſions, which conſiſted principally 


r 


of ſalted meat, which kept up my 
ſtrength; and when I was not employed 
in mining the wall, I wrote ſatires, being 
abundantly provided with paper, pens, 
ink and candles. Thus did my time 
paſs away, not without pleaſure, al- 


though I was cloſely confined in a 


gloomy priſon. 
At this period an air "0 


| which was near putting an end to the 


quiet and ſecurity I enjoyed. Gef hard 


| had aſſiſted me during the night in 


getting rid of ſome ſand: in the morn- 
ing when I was going to put the win- 


dow in its place, I let it fall, and broke 
three panes of glaſs. As my friend 
was not" uo ſand ſentinel again be- 


fore 
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| fore the relief of the guard, nothing 
could equal my diſtreſs. Having no 
other; reſource, I was obliged to have 
recourſe to the following expedient. 
The ſentinel, who had relieved him, 
was walking backwards and forwards, 
whiſtling before my window. I called 
out to him: Brother ſoldier, take 
_ *pity, not on me, but on one of your 
 * comrades, who will certainly be hanged, 
if you refuſe me your affiſtance. Do 
me but the little piece of ſervice I 
* deſire, and 1 will throw you chiny | 
* piſtoles out of the window. 5 
The ſoldier anſwered: you have mo- 
ney then? I inſtantly threw him the 
thirty piſtoles. He afked me what 1 
defired him to do. I related my acci- 


dent, and gave him a paper the exact 


ſize of the caſement, to ſerve as a 
pattern for a new one. Fortunately 
the fellow was intelligent, and it was 
not leſs fortunate that the officer of the 


D 6*. * - mans 
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guard had neglected to ſhut, the 
gate of the palliſades, that (ſur- 


rounded my priſon. In half an hour 
he found means to get relieved, ran to 
the town, and brought me back a 


fac ſimile window. The ſatis faction 


1 felt on receiving it procured him a 
Preſent of ten piſtoles more, | and when 
the Officer came to viſit my priſon, 


every thing was in its place, and my 
worthy Gef hard out of danger. 
This is a. proof of the power of mo- 


ney over the minds of men, 1, have 


never ſince ſeen. the man who hs me 
this eſſential ſervice. |. ;-/ic: 4 ; 
Gef hard, in the mean time, v was ter- 


- ribly alarmed. Some days aker, when 


he was on his paſt cloſe to my priſon, 
he told me. that the ſucceſs of my nego- 
ciation was the more. ſurprizing, as the 


fellow, who had relieved him, had five | 


children, and was conſidered. as the 
moſt faithful ſoldier | in the company. 


in 


* 
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very faſt, and I found it more eaſy than I 


had expected to penetrate underneaththe 


foundations. I then wrote a ſecond 
letter to my friend, Ruckhardt, at 


Vienna; ſent him another bill of ex- 


Gummern, and to wait ſix ſucceſſive. 
nights, with two ſaddle horſes on the 


glacis of Kloſterberg, at an appointed 


hour. But alas! I paſſed only three 


days in this pleaſing expectation, Pro- 


vidence, without doubt, not having as 
yet determined * moment of e deli- 


verance. : 
Gefhard ſent his OY to 8 


with my letter. She told the poſt- 


maſter there, that her huſband had a 
law ſuit pending at Vienna, begged him 


2 


to take care to forward the letter, and in . 


order to en on x high: to do ſo, om 
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This unexpected liberality made the 
Saxon poſt - maſter ſuſpett - chr the 
letter contained ſome important ſecret. 
Io aſcertain the truth, he opened and 

read it, and, inſtead of forwarding it, 
or atleaſt ſending it to the poſt- maſter 

general at Dreſden, he rather choſe to 
act the part of an informer; and car- 
tried it to the Governor of Magdeburg, 
who happened to be Duke Ferdinand of 

Brunſwick. 14 

Being entirely ignorant of what — 
| ntfs, I was much aſtoniſhed to ſee the 

Duke come to my priſon at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, with a conſiderable 
number of attendants. He gave me 
my letter, and aſked, in a gentle tone 
of voice, who had carried it to Gum- 
mern? I anſwered that I did not know. 
A ſtrict examination of my priſon fol- 
lowed immediately. The lockſmiths, 
carpenters and maſons, who were 


charged with it, did their duty ſcrupu- 
 louſly, 
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"louſly, and, after half an hour's ſearch, 
retired, without having diſcovered any 

thing, except that/the wire grate, that 
was fixed in the wall of the ane 
had been changed. 


The Duke now began to Un me. 


I anſwered. firmly, that I did not know 


the ſentinel who had done me the 


ſervice in queſtion, and Had never 


aſked his name. The Governor find- 
ing all his queſtions ineffectual, added 
with feigned moderation: Trenck! you 
© have always complained that you 
have neither been heard in your de- 


* fence, nor brought to a legal trial: 1 


now give you my word of honour, 


that you ſhall obtain both one and 


the other without delay, provided you 


will name the "ns who carried n | 
letter.. 


> a, 3 W body | Navin | 


that 1 never, deſerved from my 


country the hard treatment I 
4 Aid 


— 
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receive; my heart is unconſcious of 
blame. I endeavour, it is true, to re- 
cover my liberty by every means in 
my power. If, however, I were capa- 
ble of betraying the compaſſionate 
© man, whoſe pity led him to aſſiſt me; 
if I were baſe enough to purchaſe 
© happineſs at another's expence, I 
© ſhould indeed deſerve the fetters 
c wear. Do with me what you pleaſe, 
but remember that I am not yet en- 
* tirely abandoned; that 1 am Captain 
© of oppo and that” my name Is 
© renck." . | 
The Duke A no reply, but 
went out, ſaying to | thoſe who 
accompanied him, as 1 was after- 
wards told: I pity him much, and am 
© aſtoniſhed at his fortitude.” 

It is certain, however, that he' was 
| Fe of great imprudence, in holding 
this converſation before the whole guard; 

_ the ſoldiers, convinced that J was 
ee incapable 


. LIFE OF BARON TREN K. 89 


ncapableof betraying them, from that mo- 
ment placed the moſt implicit confidence 
in me; eſpecially when they heard that 
I had money, and that I had en 88 
to the ſentinels. 

An hour had feareely elapſed dom 
the departure of the Duke, when I heard 
a great noiſe. A grenadier had juſt 
hung himſelf, with the ſtring of his hair, 
to the palliſades that ſurrounded my 
priſon; This unpleafant neus was com- 
municated to me by the Officer of the 
guard, WhO returned a moment after, 
with the Town Major, to carry away a 
anthorn that had been forgotten, and 


who whiſpered: to me on going out: 


One of the men in 5 ſecret og 
' ready hung himſelf.” eee 

This event alarmed me oe more, as 
I ſuppoſed it was honeſt Gef hard. Agi- 
tated by the thought; 1 knocked at the 
door, and deſired to ee the 
Officer'6f the guard. He can 


— 


e - 
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Vindow, and 1 requeſted him to inform 
the Governor, that I was detefmined 
to intruſt him with my ſecret, and that 
he had nothing to do, but to ſend me 
pen, ink, PaPers and a light. My deſire 
was complied, with; I. fate down to 
write, and was juft going to name poor 

Gef hard, bec auſe J concluded he was 

dead; when all at once I felt ſo much 

uneaſineſs, that I roſe up, walked to the 
hole in, my window, and called out: 

My God! has nobody humanity enough 

to tell me the name of the man who 

has hung himſelf, that I may fave the 
> lives. of many others l The aperture 
in my window was ſtill open, and was 
not ſhut till the following day. Ithrev | 
out in conſequence ſive Piſtolęs, wrapped 
up in paper, and added: My friend! 
take this money, and ſave the lives of 
your comrades; or if you are | baſe 
enough. go and, betray me, and take 
upon your r all the blood 


«© that 


" L | 1 Luets ** 
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chat may be ſpilt. The paper was 
picked up: a momentary ſilence enſued, 
followed by ſeveral fighs, and at lengeb = 
I heard the following anſwer, in a low W 
voice: his name was ene W 
company. ? 
2 infrted; Schutz eee in he 
RN of Gefhard, although I had never 
heard the name before, or known the 
man who bore it. And when I had 
finiſhed, I gave the letter to the Lieute- 
a of the guard; but the Duke ſuſ- 
pecting that I knew more than one ſo 
— every thing remained on the old 
footing, and I obtained no PRES of what. | 
he had promiſed me. 


The ſeven years war was Won our 1 


declared; I obtained this news from 
honeſt Gef hard, who came to mount 
guard over my priſon for the laſt time. 
He found it very difficult to inform me 
of it, becauſe the ſentinels had been 
doubled.” The whole garriſon was 
| changed | 


a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
Y 
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changed on' this occaſion, and replaced 
by a regiment of militia. Major Veyer 


delivered me over to the Major of the 


militia, whoſe name was Bruckhames, 
and who was, without exception, the 
moſt ſtupid and ill- natured perſonage l 
ever met with in my life. It is he, 


vhoſe picture I have drawn in the ſecond 


volume of my works, in the ſatire, enti- 
tled the deſtiny of Major Kilian de Mops. 


Thus I loſt all my acquaintance, and 


became an old priſoner in a new world. 


Nevertheleſs, I was far from feeling my 


ſpirits diminiſh, well knowing that the 


officers and ſoldiers of the militia, were 


in general more eaſily corrupted than 


regular troops. It was not long be- 
fore I found the n. of 6s e 


ture. | 1 
Four e were | ſelected to 


mount guard by turns at Fort Etoile, 


:and in leſs than a year, I had already 
en oyer * to my intereſt. But 
ſcarcely 
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marched to join the army, when Gene- 
| ral Borck, who. was appointed . Com- 
mandant, arrived. This cruel man 
came immediately to my priſon, not 
fortunate Officer, but like a hangman, 


who takes charge of his victim. He 


was accompanied by lock- ſmiths, car- 
rying a weighty collar, which was put 


round my neck, and a ſtrong chain that 


Was Joined. to that I had already at my 


feet: to theſe were likewiſe added two 


additional ones, as they are repreſented 
in my portrait prefixed to the firſt 
volume; ſo that I was _— Co like 
a ſavage beaſt. | 
My window was r ab up, 
a little wicket except, which remained 
to circulate the air. The tyrant 
took away my bed, refuſed me ftraw, 
and left: me, after having abuſed; in 
the grofſeſt manner, not only myſelf, but 
; To, : the 
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the Empreſs Queen, in whoſe ſervice I 
was. It is true, that 1 was not back- 
ward in returning his compliments, 
which Dn him into. an men 
If PUR Kings ka had "Rl punc- 
P executed, it is certain that I 
mould have been obliged to give up all 
hope of making my eſcape; for one of 
che keys was to be kept by the 
Commandant, another by the Town 
Major, the third by the Major of the 
day, and the fourth by the Officer of 
the Guard, fo that it would have been 

impoſſible for me to ſpeak to either of 
them alone. In the beginning this re- 
gulation was ſtrictly obſerved: the laſt 
mentioned Officers viſited my priſon 
every twenty-four hours, and the Com- 

mandant once a week; but there came 

: afterwards ſuch a number of priſoners 

of war to Magdeburg, that the Town 


. his key to the Major of the 
28 


; 


* nd ths ee never came 
at all, n account of the diſtance of the 
citadel; » which is n . 1 e 5 


Fort Etoile. 


priſoner in this fort as well as I, and 
had been there ever ſince 1746; but 
he had a houſe in the Polygon, and 


uas allowed three thouſand croums a 


year for his ſupport. The Major of 


The eee Walrabe, was 


the day, and the Officer of the guard, 


always - dined with him, ' and” often 
ſtayed till mo young: to OT him 
company. "37 3 j 


After ſome time theſe md] in- 
tereſted themſelves in my favour, and 


gave the keys to the Lieutenant of the 
guard, when the hour of viſiting my 
priſon came round. This afforded me 
opportunities of ſpeaking · to thein alone, 
and it was by their means that I aſter- 
an made ous RON to . 
eee e Borck 


— 
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Borck entruſted the care of guarding 
me to three. Majors, and three Lieute- 
nants, who relieved each other ſuc- 

ceſſively. My ſituation was dreadful, 
My collar, and the enormous chain 

hanging to it prevented my. ſtirring, 
and I did not dare to remove them, till 
I had obſerved for ſome months the 
conduct of my keepers, and was cer- 

tain that my chains een ene ee 
amined- again. n Te 

What 11 found the en infuppors 
ble, was the loſs of my bed: in con- 
ſequence of this loſs, I was obliged to 
_ fit down on the ground, and lean my 
head againſt the damp wall; while one 
of my hands was conſtantly employed, 

in ſupporting the chain of the collar, 
| which galled my neck, and by too ſtrong 
a compreſſion of the nerves, gave me 
the moſt inſupportable head-ach. Being 
| obliged at the ſame time, on account 
of the bar that ſeparated my hands, 


FF 8 to 
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. to have one of them. continually on my 
K knees, my arms became fo benumbed, 
: that I could ſcarcely. move them. It 
is eaſy to conceive that in this ſitua- 
tion I flept but little. ITS 
So many accumulated e too 
yards both on my body and mind; and 
I fell dangerouſly ill. The tyrant-Borck 
continued inexorable, and defired my 
death, that he might be freed from the 
care of - guarding me. I then became 
| ſenſible for the firſt time of the wretched 
ſtate of a poor and ſiek priſoner; ' firm= 
neſs of foul, vigour of mind, every 
thing abandons us when the TU ſaffers. 


1 ſo weak, that 1 cou, batdly | 
lift the jug of water to my mouth. 
The mind of man cannot conceive the 
torments I endured; I lay ftretched on 
the floor of a damp priſon, without a 
bed, without ſtraw, loaded with chains, 
denied proper nouriſhment, and without 
Vol. II. i either _ 
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either phyſician to attend me, or a friend 
to give me conſolation. Sickned s alone 


is a great calamity; what then muſt [ 
have ſuffered from the cruel treatment 
I experienced! A burning fever, ad- 
| fed to a head-ach, my neck ſwelled, 
and compreſſed by an iron collar, my 
hands, feet, and whole body, galled; 
all this drove me to deſpair. | I think 
I may venture to aſſert that a criminal 
condemned to be broken upon the wheel, 

does not . feel the pain I endured for 
two long months. At length came a 
dreadful day, the very recollection of 
which makes me ſhudder. I had a 
violent attack of the fever, and was 
going to drink, when the jug fell out 
of my hand, and broke, and I was obli- 
ged to wait four and twenty hours for 
a ſupply of water. In this terrible 
ſituation I believe I could have quenched 
my thirſt with human blood. 1 wanted 


to get my n. that I might termi- 
nate 
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nate my ſufferings at once, but 1 had 
not ſtrength enough to lift up the 
planks, under ed _ were . 


cealed. 


— ings viſided ths 


followingdayz) it was thought I was dead. 


I was found ſtretched out, and inſenſi- 
ble, with my tongue hanging out of my 
mouth. However, after being ſhook 
a little, I recovered my ſenſes; and 
drank ſome water, which was given me, 


vith an avidity that may eaſily be ima- 


8 1 dog ms wi jug ir 2 


J ſeep" death, and fur the rere 
doors. 


The . manner in which I 
was treated, was reported through the 
town, and awakened ſo much pity, that 
all the ladies, and principal Officers of 


the garriſon, united in 3 the 


Your Borck to reſtore my bed. ME 
ee ee * 


4 
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It is however certain, that from the 
day on which I ſuffered ſo cruelly from 
thirſt, and drank ſo much water, I be- 
gan to recover my ſtrength, and was 
| ſoon after reſtored to perfect health, to 
the great aſtoniſhment of every Body. 

During my fickneſs, I ga 


ſix months bitter affliction, I was once 
more bleſt with a returning ray of hope. 


One of the Majors having given the 


keys of my priſon to Lieutenant Sonn- 
tag, he came one day to ſee me, alone, 
ſpoke to me with confidence, and la- 


mented his debts, and his inability to 


pay them. I gave him twenty-five louis 


d'ors, and we vowed an eternal friend- 
ſhip to each other. I formed by de- 


grees a ſimilar connection with the 
other two Officers appointed to guard 
me. They ſtayed whole hours with me 


when the above-mentioned Major was 
1 Ü¾, charged 


. 
good-will of the Officers charged with 
the inſpection of my priſon; and after 


bd 3 OV —_— 
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charged with the inſpection of my pri” 


ſon. » It was not long before the Major 
alſo- intereſted himſelf in my favour, 
and kept me as faithful company as the 


Lieutenants. As he was very poor, I 
made him a preſent of a bill of ex- 


change of two thouſand florins, and 


by theſe: means recovered the facility of 


forming new enterprizes. Money was 
neceflary for this purpoſe ; I had already 
divided among the officers almoſt all I | 
poſſeſſed; and had only about a hun- 
dred florins remaining, when an oppor- 
tunity offered of obtaining a ſupply. 
The eldeſt ſon of Captain K— had 
been caſhiered, and was reduced to the 
greateſt poverty. His father, who did 
the duty of Major, making me ac- 


quainted with his embarraſſment, I ſent 


him to my ſiſter, who gave him a hun- 
dred ducats.* K returned full of 
joy 

*The dos Haut my ſiſter almoſt expir- 


ing, She wrote me, in few words, that my 
E 3 "x miſ- 
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joy with this ſum; and Ithen gave him a 
letter for my friend the Counteſs of 
| B-—>, and another for the Great Duke 
Peter. I recommended young K—— 
to them, and begged them at the ſame 
f time to afford 1 me _— ie in their 


power. a 
On his arrival at Wenn my 
young friend obtained a company, was 

ſoon aſter appointed Major, and be- 
haved with ſo much honour in regard 
to me, that he undertook to' convey, 
through his correſpondent at, Ham- 


misfortune, and the treachery of Weingarten in 
1755, had not only occaſioned her ruin, but had 
been the cauſe of a diſeaſe,” with which ſhe had 
been afflicted for two years.; that ſhe earneſtly 
prayed that the ſmall ſum ſhe ſent me might con- 
tribute to my eſcape, and concluded. by recom- | 
mending her children to me. However ſhe grew 
better ſome time after, married a ſecond -huſ- 
band, Colonel Pope, and did not die till the fol. 
| lowing year; that i is to . in 4 


burgh, 
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burgh, two outs roubles ſent me by 
the Counteſs of B 

As ſoon as 1 id them, I gave | 
three hundred ducats to old K——, 
| who was a poor devil, and whoſe gra- 
titude laſted-: as long as his life: I diſtri- 
buted, by degrees, as much more among 
the other officers. Things, at length, 
were carried ſo far, that Lieutenant 
Glotin returned the keys to the Major, 
without ſhutting the doors of my pri- 


ſon, and paſſed half the night with me, 


after having given the. guard money to 
drink Every thing went on thus for 
ſome time, as well as I could deſire, 
and the tyrant Borck was deceived: | 
I had not long enjoyed this allevia- 
tion of my ſufferings, before I felt the 
deſire of making my eſcape more for- 
cibly than ever: but alas! out of the 
three Lieutenants .I was acquainted 
with, not one had the courage to do for 
me, what Schell had done at Glatz. As 
; 4 © there 
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there were two ſentinels, and high pal- 
lifades round my priſon, it was impoſ- 
ſible to think of eſcaping openly. I 
therefore formed another project, the 
execution of which, by a ſingle man, 
required, it is true, the ſtrength of Her- 
cules, but which, for that very reaſon, 
Was the more likely to ſucceed. 
Lieutenant S—— meaſured the diſ- 
tance between the hole I had made, 
and the entrance of the gallery under 
the firſt rampart, and found it to be 
thirty-ſeven feet. I undertook to mine 
my way into it, and when once there, the 
officers promiſed, to open the doors 
ſecretly, on the day I might chuſe for 


my eſcape; after which, I ſhould have 3 


had nothing to do but to get into the 
fields, and make off in the beſt way 1 
. be able. 
1 immediately began this arduous 
taſk, which laſted ſix months, and coſt 
me a world of pains: I very narrowly 


_ 
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eſcaped being buried alive one day by a 
large ſtone, which fell down behind me, 
and ſtopped up the paſſage. The air 
became every inſtant thicker and thick. 
er, and my breath began to fail me. 
Urged by the diſtreſs I was in, I made 
ſuch powerful exertions, that I found 
means to remove the ſtone, and get 
back to my dungeon. The wretched 
ſituation wt was. in; "age an be con- 
ceived. 
Tat nnen nowwirhſtanding : all oh 
ſtacles, ſucceeded in opening a commu- 
"nication between my priſon and the 
ſubterraneous gallery under the ram- 
part; but the noiſe I had made while 
mining being overheard, I was ſuddenly 
expoſed . to a new perſecution. I was 
ſurprized; at a moment when my priſon 
was full of ſand: the floor was immedi- 
ately mended, and my chains doubled. 
But my greateſt misfortune: on this oc 


cafion was the loſs of my bed, which 


„ 325 5 was 
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- was taken from me, it being diſcovered 
that I had made ſand bags of my mat- 
treſs. It was not long before I felt the 
conſequences of this privation. I was 
again taken ill, and ſhould certainly 
have fallen a victim to my diſeaſe, if my 
friends, the Officers, had not procured 
me all the aſſiſtance in their power. 
Major Bruckauſen alone was inexora- 
ble, and onthe days he viſited my priſon, 
I was obliged to keep my fetters on; 
but as ſoon as he was gone I laid them 
aſide without difficulty. The links of 
the chains were cut through, and I 
was ſo much reduced, that the hand- 
euffs were much too wide for * 
hands. 7 370 5 
some time Wan a e a viſit 
from General Kruſemarck, with whom 
I had been Cornet in the Life-guards. 
This man, forgetting our old fellowſhip 
in arms, dared to inſult me. Tanſwered 


him in equal language, and when he 
5 5 © went 


c 
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went out he faid to me: — The 
© bird will ſoon be taught to whiſtle 
another tune.” The effect followed 


cloſe upon the prediction; an order 


was actually iſſued to prevent me from 
fleeping, by waking me every quarter 
of an hour. This new ſpecies of tor- 
ture appeared to me, as ſo many others 


had done, inſupportable at firſt, but! 
became at length ſo accuſtomed to it, 
that I anſwered in my fleep. It con- 


tinued four . years, till the generous 
Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, then Go- 


vernor of Magdeburg, put a ſtop to it 
the year previous to my enlargement. 


Some time after the above infernal 
order, General Borck's command was 
taken from him on account of the 
weakneſs of his intellects, which had 
been diſordered by a fit of ſickneſs. 
He was fucceeded by Colonel Reich- 


mann, one of the beſt men in the 


world. However as it was not in his 
EA E 6 power 
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power to alter eſtabliſhed orders, he 
could only permit the Officers appointed 
to inſpect my priſon, to leave the two 
firſt doors open for an hour or two, 


that I might enjoy freſh air and day- 


light. By degrees this permiſſion was 
extended to the evening; when the Of. 
ficers always left the fort t to return tc 
the city. 

 Theday-light I enj e gave wie to 
the idea of amuſing myſelf by engraving 
ſatires, and little drawings, with the 
point of a nail, on the tin cup out of 
which I drank; and I ſoon brought 
this art to ſo much perfection, that my 
cups were conſidered as very valuable 
things, which ſold very dear, and which 
the beſt maſters would have found it 
difficult to equal. 

My firſt attempt, though very imper- 
fect, was carried to the city. The 
Commandant ſnewed it about, and or- 


dered another cup to be given me. I. 
17 ſucceeded 


| LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 109 


ſucceeded this time better than the firſt; 
and the different Majors, under whoſe 
care I then was, requeſted each one of my 
productions. My fkill increaſed every 
day, and a year paſſed away in this oc- 
cupation with as much rapidity as a 
month. My labour obtained for me 
permiſſion to have a light, which con- 
tinued in force till my enlargement. 
As I uſed to write, or draw on my 
cups in emblematick figures, ſuch of 
the events of my life as I wiſhed to make 
public, an order was given that all 1 
might engrave ſhould be ſhown. to the 
Governor before they circulated into 
private hands: but this order was not 
attended to, and the Officers wha 
mounted guard over me, made a traffic 
of my productions. They ſold them at 
laſt as high as twelve ducats a piece; 
and ſince I have recovered my liberty, 
their value is become ſo great, that they 
Is are 
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11 placed as curioſities in the different 
cabinets of Europ. 

One of theſe cups fell by e into 
the hands of Prince Auguſtus Lobko- 
witz, who was then priſoner of war at 
Magdeburg. At hjs return to Vienna, 
he made a preſent of it to the late Em- 
peror Francis. I had engraved on it 
the repreſentation of a vineyard, in which 
ſeveral huſbandmen were at work, and 
underneath was written: 


Ma vigne feurifoir par mes ſoins et tra- 
vaux, | 


Veſperois de beaux fruits pour Ie bel de mes 
max. 


Mais, malheur pour Nabor 4 Jaber r. Pa ch'erie 
Et pour boire mor vin, me fait perdre la vie. 
| TRANSLATION. 
My vineyard flouriſh'd by my toil and care, 
F hop'd, as my reward, the fruits to ſhare. 
days Jezabel, That vineyard muſt be mine.”— 
Naboth was ſlain : another drank his wine. 
| Ft The 


C 


are of the Baron” a o. compoſition. 
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The auguſt Maria Thereſa, on read- 
ing theſe verſes, was fo ſtruck with the 
relation ſhe remarked between the paſ- 
ſage of the bible, and the unworthy 
treatment I had met with at Vienna, 


that ſhe immediately ordered her Mi- 


niſter to employ all his influence at the 
Court of Berlin, to obtain _ e 
ment. I 5/40, F 

On the ſame cup was e W 


ing, repreſenting a bird in a cage, which 


a Turk held in his hand, with the fol- 
lowing inſcription: 


| Ce weſt pas un moines 3 ; 
Garde dans cette cages . | 1. 
C'eſt un de ces oiſeu n ah, 

Qui chantent dans l'orage. ; 
Ouvrez, amis des ſages, 

Briſez fers et verroux; ; 

Ses chants, dans nos bocages, 
| Retentiront pour vous. 2. 


* Theſe: French verſes, as well as the preceding ones, 


6 ava 
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e OD i ie t out 5 

No hapleſs ſparrow dwells 

- Within this narrow cage - 

No, tis the bird which ſings 

Amidſt the tempeſt's rage. 

Friends to the good and wiſe 

Ah! break his galling chain: 
Hell thank you in his groves 
With many a grateful ſtrain. 


N misfortunes, my fortitude, and 
my talents, inſpired the Landgrave of 
Heſſe Caſſel with ſo much concern for 
my ſituation, that the humane Prince 
had a ſtove fixed in the entry to my 
priſon. He likewiſe ordered the win- 
dow of my dungeon to be opened again, 
the collar to be taken off my neck, and 
pens and paper to be given me. I then 
wrote down the different pieces I had 
compoſed by heart, and as I had no 
ink, ſupplied the want of it with my 
blood, which I drew out occaſionally. 
As faſt as the ſheets were filled, they 


Were 
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were carried to the Landgrave, to whom 
they afforded much amuſement. Co- 
pies were afterwards multiplied of my 
works, which were read with the 
greateſt avidity at Court, and in the 
city. They procured me a great number 
of friends, and at laſt my liberty, though 
the King for a long while continued to 
anſwer thoſe who ſpoke in my favour: 
He is a dangerous man, and while I 
live, ſhall never have his liberty.” _ 
I paſs over in filence ſeveral attempts 
I made at different times to obtain my 
enlargement, and will only. relate two 
incidents, one of which nearly led to 
a diſcovery of the ſubterraneous paſ- 
ſage J had mined from my priſon, to 
the gallery under the rampart: the other 
rendered it uſeleſs, through my own 
impruderice i in mans it known. to my 
keepen : ics! TY 
I tamed a 1 0 perſeclly, wer 
the little animal was continually play- 
ing 
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ing with me, and uſed to eat out of my 


mouth. One night it ſkipped about ſo 


much, that the ſentinels heard a noiſe, 
and made their report to the Officer of 
the guard. As the garriſon had been 


changed at the peace, and as I had not 
been able to form at once ſo cloſe a con- 


nection with the Officers of the regular 
troops, as I had done with thoſe of the 


militia, an Officer of the former, after aſ- 


certaining the truthof the report with his 
own ears, ſent to inform the Command- 
ing Officer, that ſomething extraordi- 
nary was going on in my priſon. The 

Town Major arrived in conſequence 
early in the morning, accompanied by 
lockſmiths and maſons. The floor, 
the walls, my chains, my body, every 
thing in ſhort, was ſtrictly examined. 

Finding all in order, they aſked me the 
cauſe of the laſt evening's buſtle. I 
had heard the mouſe myſelf, and told 

dum frankly by what it had been occa- 
ſioned. 


ö des. inde 4 wwe aud tHe. ty ts Yo, 
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ſioned. They defired me to call my 
little favourite 5 I whiſtled, and the 
ſhoulder. I folicired it's pardon, but 
the Officer of the guard took it into his 
poſſeſſion, promiſing however on his 
word of honour, to give it to à lady 
who would take great care of it. Turn- 
ing it afterwards looſe in his chamber, 
the mouſe who knew no body but me. 
fon diſappeared, and hid itſelf in a 
hole. 

At the al * of vag my pri- 
ſon, when the Officers were juſt going 
away, the poor little animal darted in, 
climbed up my legs, ſeated itſelf on my 
ſhoulder, and played a thouſand tricks, 
to expreſs the Joy it felt on _— me 
again. rl 

Every one was e ab ith 
to have it. The Major, to terminate 
the diſpute, carrĩed it away, gave it to 
his wife, who had a light 4 cage made 

1 . or 
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for it; but the mouſe refuſed to eat, 
and a few days after was found dead. 

The ſecond incident was this: I had 
ſo completely finiſned my ſubterraneous 
paſſage, that it was impoſſible to prevent 
me from making my eſcape, whenever 
T pleaſed; I knew the Imperial Ambaſ- 
ſador was employing his influence to 


- procure my deliverance, and a Lieu- 


tenant of the garriſon, whom I had 
gained over to my intereſt by dint of 
money, promiſed to deſert with me 
eren as Schell had done 

Full of hope; and perhaps Wala. 
tion, and intoxicated with joy, all pru- 
dence deſerted me. Inſtead of availing 
myſelf in good earneſt of my advan- 
tages, I reſolved to put the great 


Frederick's generoſity to the teſt, re- 


ſerving, however, the reſouree of the 
Lieutenant, in caſe my experiment with 
his maſter ſhould not ſucceed: I waited 
for the viſit of the Major, and as ſoon 


* 
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s he came in, addreſſed him "thus; 
I know, Major, that Duke Ferdinand 
' of Brunſwick, Governor of the Town, 
eis now at Magdeburg; (I have heard 
it from one of my friends) be kind 
enough to wait on him, and tell him 
from me, that he may have my priſon 
examined, double the ſentinels, and 
then appoint what hour he pleaſes, to 
ſee me without the works of Fort 
Etoile in open day, and on the glacis 
(of Kloſterberg at full liberty : that if 


Imake good what T' promiſe, I dare 


' hope he will not refuſe to grant me his 
protection, and that he will deign to 
inform the King of the ſteps I have 
taken, that they may ſerve to juſtify 
me in his opinion, and be an authen- 
tick proof of the ſincerity that has 
always been the rule of my conduct. 
On hearing this, the Major thinking 
me mad, looked ſtedfaſtly at the Lieu- 
tenant, what I ſaid appearing to him 
| as 


... Ee . - - 


after | returned, accompanied by the 


I then aſked him ſeriouſly ro appoint 


refuſed to give this explanation, thc 


wiſhed: only to aſcertain the! poſſibility 
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as ridieulous as impradticable, As ] 
pain however, in begging him to 
carry my meſſage, he went, and ſoon 


Commandant Reichmann, the Town 
Major Riding, and another of the in- 
ſpecting Majors. His anſwer was; 

that if I could execute what I undertook, 
the Duke promiſed me his protection, 
to obtain my pardon from the King, 
and to free me from my chains. 


an hour. He laughed at my queſtion, 
and told me, that it would be ſufficient 
if J explained the nature of the means 
I intended to employ, without carrying 
my project into execution; that if | 


floor of my priſon would be taken up, 
and two ſentinels placed there night and 
day: that the Governor in a word 


0 
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of rhe undertaking, without making the 


matter public. 


After having capitulated a long while, 


and obtained the faireſt promiſes, I 


ſuddenly threw my chains at their feet, 
opened my hole, and gave them my 
arms, my inſtruments, and the two keys 
of the poſterns, that led out of the ſub- 
terraneous paſſages of the Fort. I then 
propoſed to them to go down into the 
gallery of thirty-ſeven feet, that com- 
municated with theſe; paſſages, and to 


make the neceſſary opening into them 


with their ſwords, which was on the 
work of a few minutes. I told hem, 
in ſhort, that -I had horſes, that had 
been waiting for me a long time on the 
glacis of Kloſterberg, to carry me off as 
ſoon as I ſhould appear. = 7 

Nothing could equal their Gaia ; 

they went out, examined on every 
ide, returned, and aſked me a thouſand 
F to all which F anſwered as 
well 
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well as if I had been the Engineer who 
built Fort Etoile. At length they went 
away, were abſent: about an hour, and 
then came back to nn me to the 
er guard- rom. 

The Major gave us that evening an 
exellent ſupper, and aſſured me that 
my affairs took a favourable turn, the 
Duke having written immediately to 
Berlin in my behalf; but all theſe fair 
promiſes were illuſory. On the follou- 
ing day the guard was reinforced: two 
grenadiers placed ſentinels in the room 
were J was; the muſkets of the whole 
detachment were loaded with ball in my 
preſence, and the bridges were drawn 
up the whole day. I perceived a num- 

ber of maſons at work in my dungeon, 
and waggons loaded with large blocks 
of hewn ſtone, which were intended 
to replace the flooring of plank. 
This operation continued five days, in 
the courſe of which J had a final con- 
 verſation 
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verſation with my friend the Lieutenant, 
who told me that the Duke was entirely 
ignorant of what had paſſed. . 5 
At the expiration” of that time, my 
priſon being repaired, the 'Town Mas 
jor, and the Major of the day conduct. 
ed me thither. One of my feet only 


was Chained tothe wall, and the reſt of 


my fetters was taken away. As the 
new floor was of hewn ftone, it is cer- 
tain that my tee was — 
impenetrable. tt 

While they were Si. on on 
chain, I aſked them; in a tonè uf re- 
proach, if it was in this way the Duke 
kept his word of honour; and if my 
open behaviour deſerved ſuch treatment. 
I know, however,” added I, that he 
* has received falſe reports reſpecting 
me; but the truth cannot be concealed 
* for ever, and when it is diſcovered, 
„it will be the turn of the knaves't0 
*tremble.* | 


_— 


Vol. II. | F 0 will 
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1 will here acquaint my readers with 


the real cauſe of this er 
conduct. 56:3 

Aſter _y 53 FE went to 
Brunſwick and learned from the Duke's 
own mouth, that the Major who was 


appointed to guard me, had impoſed on 
him, by reporting, that he had ſurprized 


me at work, and preparing to eſcape, 
and that, but for his vigilance, and the 
ſtrict ſearch he had made, I ſhould cer- 


tainly have ſucceeded ; that the truth 


had come 30 his knowledge ſome time 
after fat he had communicated it 


to the King; and from that moment 


the Monarch only waited for a fit op- 


portunity to ſet me at liberty. 


changed with another Officer. I have 


- ReſpeRting the Lieutenant who had pro- 


-  miſed io be the companion of my flight, 


having paid his debts, my. preſence was 
become-odious to him, and I never ſaw 
him after. He avoided me, and ex- 


not 
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me 8 his name, for fear of 


diſhonouring him; and if ever he reads 


this book, . Bim _ alſo that: * 1 is 


1 i 1 

It was then ne abe 1 5 | 
ſenſible of the hardneſs of my fate, and 
of the magnitude of my imprudence. 
Thoſe who came to viſit my priſon 
were not long before they perceived 
the change that had taken place in my 
temper. I had turned gloomy and melan- 
choly; worked little at my cups, and 
the odes I wrote breathed nothing but 
complaints and deſpair. 

Peace had taken place nine months; 
and nothing had as yet been done for 
me, when, on the 2 4th of December; | 
at the very moment when I conſidered 
myſelf as ruined beyond reſource, the 
joyful news of my deliverance arrived: 
It was brought by Count Schlieben, 
Lieutenant in the Guards, who came to 
den at the hour of the parade. 


2 85 The 
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the ſentiments of friendſhip, aſtoniſh- 


titude leſs than it really was, was afraid 
to announce this "fortunate event all at 
all Med on me with an air of ſatis- 


on the King to order your chains to 


diately approached to execute his office. 


The King's order imported that T ſhould 
be ſet at liberty immediately. 
This nes diffuſed uni verſal joy 
hot the city; for there was no 
body in whoſe breaſt Thad not awakened 


ment, or at leaſt of compaſſion. 
The Commandant thinking my for- 


once. Soon, however, my priſon doors 
were opened, and I ſaw him enter, ac- 
companied by a crowd of people, who 


faction. I was at firſt ſurprized; but 
the Commandant breaking ſilence, 
My dear Trenck, ſaid he, for once! 
© have the pleaſure of bringing you good 
* news; Duke Ferdinand has prevailed 


©be taken off. The lockſmith imme- 


© You will likewiſe, continued Mr. 
T "© MN Reichmann, 


— — — 


by 
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Reichmann, © have a better apartment. 
] ſuſpect,” ſaid I, interrupting him, 
| © that I have obtained my liberty, and 
| © that you break it to me by degrees, 

for fear of making goo great an im- 


* preſſion on my ſpirits, If that be the 
* cafe, tell it frankly; I ſhall know how 
to reſtrain my joy within bounds.” 
Jes, anſwered he, you are at liberty; 
"Tm inſtantly ſprang forward to embrace 


: his example was followed by 
= body preſent. I was then aſked 


what dreſs I preferred? I anſwered my 


uniform. The taylor was already there, 
and took meaſure, Mr. Reichmann order- 
ing him to get my clothes puſhed by the 
following morning. - 5 

When the lockſmith. had mn 
his buſineſs, I was conducted to the 
Othcer's apartment in the guardhouſe. 


Here every body paid their compli» | 
ments of congratulation, and the :Fown 
ow, read to me the uſual oath admi- 

E 3  . niftered 
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niſtered to _ mrs 3 by ie cab 
promiſes,” | 

Firſt, Not to eek to revenge myſel 
on any perfon whatever. 


Secondly, Not to 1 the frontiers of 


A and Pruſſia. 


Thirdly, Not to divulge a any a 


that had happened to me. 

PFourthly, Not to enter into the ſer- 
vice of any Prince, during the King's 
lite, either in a civil or ene ca- 
pacity.' 39 dh | 
This formality. over, Chun Schlie- 
ben qlivered to me a letter from Ge- 
neral Riedt, the Imperial Miniſter at 
Berlin, in which he told 'me that he 
was overjoyed to have found an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining my enlargement 
from the King; that I ought to perform, 
with a good grace, whatever might be 
required from me; and that the 
Count was as. to- yn; me to 


er ls ets. 20! oats. 
3 5 Schlieben 
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| Schlieben then faid 0 me: My dear 
© Trenck, I am ordered to conduct you 


| © this very night, in a cloſe carriage, to 


© Prague, by way of. Dreſden, and not 
to permit you to ſpeak to any perſon 
© whatever on the road; General Riedt 
© has given me three hundred ducats to 
© defray the expences of your journey. 
J am going directly to buy a carriage; 
* but as it is ſettled with the Com- 
mandant, that you cannot be ready to 
* ſet off to- day, your departure is poſt- 
poned till to-morrow evening.” 
I promiſed whatever they leaſed. DS 
Count Schlieben ſtayed with me, and 
the others returned to town. I dined 
that day with the Major of the day, 
and the Officer of the guard, at General 
Walrabe's priſon, where he died at a 


very advanced age, in 1774, after wen- 


ty-eight years confinement, which it is 
true was very ſupportable, and which, 
by the way, he had deſerved. No 

VVV 
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longer a priſoner, I walked about every 
part of the works, to accuſtom myſelf 
to day-light, and the open air. I alſo 
examined my priſon for the money I had 
concealed, and found ſeventy ducats re- 

1 ward the i cvs giving 
every man a ducat: the ſentinels who 
were on duty when I received the news 
of my deliverance had three: and I 
gave ten to be divided among the ſol- 
diers who had that day been previouſly 
relieved. 

As to the Officer, I fron hima prefent 
from Prague, and gave the reſt of my 

money to the wife of honeſt Gef hard. 
He, poor fellow! was dead. White 


her huſband was abſent with the army, 


the wife told a young man in confi- 
dence, that ſhe had received a thouſand 
florins from me. Her confidante found 
means to get the money into his pol- 


ſeſſion, and behaved ſo imprudently, 
28 
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that an enquiry took place, in the 
courſe of which he betrayed the woman, 
who was impriſoned for two. years; but 

as her huſband was not on the ſpot, he 
was not involved in the affair. If he 
had left any children, I certainly would 
have taken care of them. I gave in 
the laſt place thirty ducats to the widow 
of the ſoldier, who hung n. near 
my priſon in 1756. 

On the following day I 3 a 
viſit from all the field officers of the 
garriſon, By noon I was completely 
equipped from head to foot, and was 
ſo overwhelmed with compliments, that 
I cannot recollect any eircummſtance but 
thoſe I have related. 

What more Farr] Jas of tn 
tions than this ſudden change of for- 
tune! I was the ſelt-ſame man, who 
but twenty-four. hours before was ly+ 
ing in a dungeon; and yet what a dif- 
ſerence in the behaviour, and attention 

5 of 
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. of thoſe, who, buta little while previous to 
my liberation, treated me with ſo much 
rigour ! I was honoured, loved, courted, 
flattered; and why? becauſe the fet- 
ters, I never deſerved to wear, were 
broken. Inhabitants of the earth, what 
are you in deſpotick governments 
What are faithful ſervices, and the moſt 
unſpotted virtue, in a country where 
arbitrary power pe oy over 
owe deſtinies? - - 

The night came, Oo Schlieden 
made his appearance, with a coach 
drawn Joys four 5 ae and we ſet 
| off. . DEN1uL 
My vviiſinernent! at Magdeburg laſted | 
nine years, five months, and ſome days. 
If to this ſpace of time, the ſeventecn 

months I was confined at Glatz be 
added); it will be found that I paſſed ele- 
ven years of my youth in priſon; that 
is to ſay, the moſt valuable 1 75 of my 

1 * 


J ar- 
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I arrived ſafe at Prague, on the 2d of 
January, in company with Count Schlie- 
ben; he delivered me up the ſame day 
to the Duke of Deux-Ponts, Governor 
of the place. The Duke gave me a very 
good reception, and invited me to dine 
with him on two ſucceſſive days. The 
whole town was deſirous of knowing a 
man, who had poſleſſed fortitude enough 
to ſupport, for ten years, ſo cruel a 
captivity as I had endured. But how 
great was my aſtoniſhment, when, ſoon 
after, I ſaw a courier arrive from Vienna, 
whoſe expences, by the way, I was, ob- 
liged to pay, with an order for me to 
ſet off immediately for that capital, 
under a ſtrong guard. I was deſired to 
ſurrender my ſword. Captain, Count 
Wala, and two non-commiſſioned offi- 
cers, accompanied me in a carriage, 
which I, had bought for that purpoſe, 
and conducted me priſoner to Vienna. 
I was obliged, on this occaſion, to bor- 
F6 ro 


A 
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row a thouſand florins at Prague, to 
defray the expences of the journey, as 
well as thoſe of the Captain on his 
return, which coſt me fifty ducats more. 
As foon as I arrived at Vienna, I was 
confined in the Barracks, in the apart- 
ment of Lieutenant Blonket, who was 
ſtrictly enjoined not to permit me to 
write or ſpeak to any perſon whatever, 
without the permiſſion of Meſſrs. Kampf 
or Huttner, members of the Aulic 
council. | | 
Theſe gentlemen having bien the 
adminiſtrators of my fortune during my 
' confinement, it is eaſy to divine the 
reaſons they had to wiſh this order to 
continue in force. I remained fix weeks 
in this ſituation, till Count Alton, Com- 
mandant of the regiment of Poniatow- 
ſky, came to viſit me. I expreſſed to 
him my ſurprize at finding myſelf a 
priſoner, without knowing why; and 
I owe to this worthy man alone, the 
obligation 
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obligation of not being confined for 
life, as a madman, in the Fortreſs of 
Gratz; for ſuch was the project of my 
enemies. When I obtained my liberty, 
I was not able to get redreſs; but it 
is certain, that if my oppreſſors could 
once have got me out of Vienna, all 


was over with me; I ſhould then have 


been obliged to paſs the reſt of my life | 
in confinement. 

In order to treat me in this manner 8 

with impunity, they told the Empreſs 
Queen that I was grown furious, and 
that I ſhould certainly infult the Pruſ— 
ſian Ambaſſador, which might be at- 
tended with ſerious conſequences. 

Maria Thereſa, moved with. pity, 
alked if no remedy could be found for 
this diſorder of my intellects. They 


anſwered that I had been bled ſeveral 


times, but ſtill continued frantic ; that 
I was beſides a prodigal, and had ſquan- 
dered away four thouſand florins at 

5 - Prague 
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Prague in ſix days, and that if guardians 
were not named to take care of my for- 
tune, it would ſoon be entirely diſſi- 
pated. 2 | 


did not delay to ſpeak of my misfortunes 
to Counteſs Parr, Great Miſtreſs of the 


Houſehold to the Empreſs. At the 


moment they were tatking of me, the 
late Emperor Francis came in, and 


aſked if I had loſt my ſenſes altogether, 


or if I had not ſome lucid intervals. 
Alton anſwered that I had been ſeven 
weeks in his barracks ; that all he had 
ſeen of me, beſpoke me one of the 
mildeſt, and beſt informed men he had 


ever met with in his life; that there 


vas certainly ſome intrigue hidden 
under the report that had been made 
to his Majeſty; and that he would 
willingly anſwer for mw REY in my 
ſenſes. 


Count Alton, deſirous of — me, 


The 
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The day after the Emperor ſent 
Count Thurn, Great Maſter of the 
Houſehold to the Archduke, Leopold, 
to viſit me. I was very lucky in fall- 
ing into ſuch good hands. I related all 
my misfortunes, and told him that the 
adminiſtrators of my eſtate were the 
authors of this infernal trick, in order 
to keep my fortune for ever in their 
hands. We converſed two hours; I 
was fortunate enough to gain his good- 
will, and he continued my friend till 
his death. At his taking leave | he 
_ promiſed to do every thing in his power 
to ſerve me, and kept his word; for 
the following day he came to conduct 
me to Court, where I had an audience of 
the Emperour, which laſted an hour, 
Thethings I related tohis Majeſty affected 
him to ſuch a degree, that he roſe ſud- 
denly from his ſeat, to leave the audience 
chamber, and I ſaw the tears ſtart from 
his eyes. I threw myſelf at his feet, in 

a tranſ- 
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a tranſport of gratitude, without bei ng 
able to utter a ſingle word: He looked 
at me for ſome moments, with a counte- 
nance thay TO” emotion, and re- 
tired. e FOOL 

11 reise joyfully to the nch 
and the following day was releaſed from 
my arreſt. I then went with Count 
Alton, to pay a viſit to Counteſs 
Parr, who deſired to ſee me, and by her 
means I obtained an audience of the 
Empreſs. 0 
3 impoſſible to dekribe the gra- 
cious reception I met with from Maria 
Thereſa, or the kindneſs with which ſhe 
lamented my misfortunes, and praiſed 
my fortitude and fidelity. Her good- 
neſs ſo anticipated all 1 had to ſay, that 
ſhe did not give me time to prefer my 
juſt complaint. She knew, ſhe faid, the 
ill offices, that had been done me at 
Vienna; told me to ſay no more df what 


was l but to my enemies, 
forget 
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forget my misfortunes, and give a diſ- 
charge to the truſtees, of my fortune. 
was about to anſwer, but ſhe inter- 
rupted me; Make no complaint, ſaid 
ſhe ; I know all. Only do what is 
« defired of you, and all that has been 
© taken from you ſhall he reſtored. It 
is my intention that you ſhall enjoy the 
n of which iy a n in 
1 need.“ * 

What was to . 88 As 
ternative remained but that of being 
ſhut up in a madhouſe, or of ſubcrib- 
ing blindly to the conditions impoſed? 
immediately after received orders to 
accompany Mr. Piſtrick to the houſe 
of Mr. Ziegler, member of the Aulic 
Council, where I was obliged to ſign, 

Firſt, That I acknowledged the will 
of my couſin Trenck to be good and 
valid.. 

Secondly, = 1. I ſurrend cred all 
claim to my eſtates in Sclavonia, de- 
| pending 
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pending in that queer —_—y U upon 
her Majeſty's bounty. 

| Thirdly, That I gave a full diſcharge 
to the truſtees of my fortune. 


21 Fourthly, "THR F | coor not to 


fertt at Vienna.. 
Such were thei hard banken on 
which I recovered my liberty, after 
nine years of the moſt dreadful confine- 
ment. There was no alternative: I 
Vas obliged to determine either to re- 
turn to my fetters, or to ſurrender the 
greateſt part of my fortune. This 
juſtice, however, is due to Maria There- 
ſa; ſhe was deceived. My great crime 
in her eyes was being a Lutheran, 
and thoſe who had taken poſſeſſion of 


my fortune were en = the 


Pn 5 

The brevet rank of Major was the 
45 compenſation 1 received for all my 
loſſes. 


Some 


— 


tu 
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Some time after Field//Marſhal Lau- 
dohn ſet off for Aix la Chapelle, to 
drink the waters. I accompanied him, 
and during my ſtay in that city fell in 
love with the youngeſt daughter of Mr. 
Broe du Deipenbendt, one of the Bur- 
gomaſters, and married her, contrar to 
the intentions of the Empreſs Queen ; ; 
for ſhe wiſhed ne to marry Mrs., 
a-rich widow; whoſe” fortune amounted 
to fifty. thouſand 'florins 'a year. The 
bad temper of the lady, her ava- 
rice, and her, age (ſne was ſixty- 
three years old) gave me an invin- 
cible averſion to the match; and 
my want of ſubmiſſion to the Empreſs 
completely e me in her e $ 
opinion. 19 5 
Miſs Broe, "meu" Aﬀecact bh 
Mrs. N.. was, on the contrary, 
beautiful in her perſon, young, vir= 
en and of a charming diſpoſi- i 


tion. 
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tion. She made me the father of 
eleven . eight of whom are 
* alive. 4 
| 1 ſettled go ain Ia 8 35 it 
was not long before my houſe became 
the rendezvous of all the people 
of conſideration Who came there to 
drink the waters. I lived there fix. 
teen years; but ſome difagreeable cir- 
cumſtances I met with latterly, made 
me determine to employ! the remains 
af my fortune; which.) amounted to 
ſixty thouſand florins, in buying a 
ſmall eſtate, called Swerbach, in Au- 
ſtria, where I ſettled with my wife 
and family, after the death of my 
mother-in-law, n in Sep- 
tember, 1780. 
I lived here in peace, * 
my hands and my pen, till, on the 
22d of Auguſt laſt, when I heard 


that the Great Frederick was dead; 
that 
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that his auguſt Succeſſor, one of the 
witneſſes of my misfortunes, had im- 
mediately y granted me a paſſport to 
return to Berlin; chat he had re- 
ſtored to me my confiſcated eſtate; 
and that a rich brother 1 had in 
Pruſſia, had choſen my children for 
his heirs. 

I am, therefore, going to ſet off, 
with the permiſſion of his Imperial 
Majeſty, for my native country, from 
whence I have been baniſhed theſe 
two and forty years. I ſhall not re- 
turn thither like, a traitor who re- 
ceives his pardon, but like a man of 
honour who has been unjuſtly oppreſſed, 
and who comes toreceivethe recompenſe 
due to his virtues. There I ſhall meet 
again with my friends, my relations, and 
all thoſe who knew me in adverſity. - 
And there I ſhall perhaps learn, un- 
\... better auſpices, to ſupport with 
LEE Patience 
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patience the re | 


7 Fu 12 


Written at. * werbach, | the . 1 8th of 
| Dec ember, 1786, two days before 
: my departure from Berlin. 


e ts er Nx 


* 
» 
- 
7 
$ + % 1 
— 1 
a t 
4 : % 
- * 9 * 
1 Ef } 
£ 
* 
* 7 4 2 1 N * . F 
| 4 t x ” 5 4 
0 7 


4» 
ve wn 
— 
* 


7 8 45 | f $4 <7 Py 
END or THE s PART: 


e£ 
1 
* 


12 1 
2 — 
* 
. 4 
1 
if 7? ; 
L 4 > * 
A 
37 * { 
[a » * 
* Py 3 BY - 
"ys * - 
* 1 * 
- 
4 
a 
* $ 


- LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 


pots * # C2; 4 a * 1 = , 4 gms 4 \ PG i | : 
r » 1 > " 8 4 DO £ 
T3 Þ - F..&A K-36. 


o F 


: —_ x — 4 & 4 FR i E93 + + 0 —— "I | * * * ; _— o $ 2 1 
* 
; ” 1 - * 
A { * 1 2 $a - 144 3x 2 8 4 4 1 & 
„ : > 4 : 7 : "I: 
2 > ? T t a 


HOSE who have felt any concern 

at my misfortunes, will, without 
doubt, be pleaſed to hear their happy 
iſſue, ard ny return to 150 native coun- 


try. 
After ning at Vienna in my. way, 


I ſet off the zth of January 3787, for 


1 * by my ſecond ſon. 
In 


— 
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In paſſing through Prague, I met with 


his eldeſt brother, who ſerves with ho- 
nour, as Lieutenant in the ſecond regi- 
ment of Carabineers. 

On the road I met with bing but 
the moſt flattering marks of attention 


and regard. My works had been my 


fore-runners, and I will venture to ay, 
that they had inſpired ſo much enthu- 
ſiaſm, that I found it difficult to make 
ſuitable anſwers to all the kind things 


that were ſaid to me. Great and ſmall, 


men and women, every body wiſhed to 
ſce me, and to hear my ſtory; and | 
learned on this occaſion, that virtue 1s 
fill dear to mankind, ſince they ſhow ſo 
much reſpec for its followers. 
As ſoon as I arrived at Berlin, I was 


preſented xo the King, and royal family, 


who received me in the moſt gracious 
manner: the Noblemen of the Court, 
among whom there were ſtill ſeven that 


411 | : me 


. 
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me by the hand, and embraced me; 
while the Monarch, with benevolence 
pictured in his countenance, enjoyed the 
greateſt of pleaſures for a good prince; 
that of doing juſtice to an innocent 
man. The Foreign Minifters ſeemed 
aſtoniſhed, at ſeeing ſo extraordinary a 
reception given to a man, who was no 
more than Major. Frederick William 
granted me ſeveral private audiences, - 
in which he made me relate a part of 
my misfortunes, though he was already 
well acquainted with them, not only by 
the peruſal of my book, and the rela- 
tions given him by eye witneſſes ſtill 
alive, but by what he had learnt himſelf 
at Magdeburg, at the time of my con- 
finement. In one of theſe audiences, I 
had the honour of preſenting my ſecond 
ſon to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed to 
give him a Lieutenancy in Poſodowiſky's 
Regiment of Dragoons, and to n 
him his protection. 


J 1 found 
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I found. likewiſe at Berlin my; faith- 
ful female friend, and met with the 
handſomeſt reception from Count Kertz- 
berg, Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, whoſe 
kindneſs I can never ſufficiently ac- 
knowledge. ; | 

| His Pruſſian Majeſty, not contented 
with reſtoring my eſtate, called Schar- 
lack, which the Great Frederick had 
confiſcated, and which is now worth 
four times as much as it was then, gave 
orders, likewiſe, that the rent of this 
piece of land, which I had not enjoyed 
for forty- two years, ſnould be refunded: 
he granted me, alſo, a privilege for my 
book, that, ſanctioned by his name, it 
might ſerve as an eternal and authen- 
tick proof of my innocence and miſ- 
fortunes. 

I do not think it Aeder uſeleſs to 
e that his Imperial Majeſty has 
done me the ſame favour in his do- 
minions. 4 


The 
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The time of my departure from Ber- 
lin drew near: I was impatient to go to 


Pruſſia to viſit my relations, from whom 


I had been ſo many years abſent. The 
laſt evening but one before I ſet off, I 
had the happineſs of paſſing two hours 


with her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 


Amelia, fiſter, friend, and confidante of 


the Great Frederick. I am indebted 
for my deliverance, in a great meaſure, 
to this generous Princeſs, who never 


abandoned me. The favours with 
which ſhe loaded me, found their way 
even to my priſon; and her-influence 
with the late King was, perhaps, the 


ſole cauſe that determined him to ſet - 


me at liberty. During my ſtay at Ber- 
lin ſhe did not receive me like a 


Foreign Officer, but like a countryman, 
and I will venture to ſay, a friend. She 


ordered me to write immediately to my 

wife, and to deſire her to bring my two 

eldeſt daughters to Berlin, in the month 
= G 2 55 
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of June; promiſing to take care of 
them, and even not to forget the eldeſt 
in her wall. 

On taking leave of bas Royal High- 
neſs, ſhe afked me, in the moſt affec- 
tionate tone of voice, if I had ſufficient 
money for my journey. I anſwered 
yes; that as to myſelf, I was in want of 
nothing, but that. I recommended my 
children to her protection. She evinced 
that ſhe underſtood my meaning, took 
me by the hand; My friend,” ſaid the, 
make haſte and return, I muſt inſiſt 
on ſeeing you again.'——The tears 
ſtood in my eyes, I tore myſelf from her 


Preſence, and-went away. I had, with- 


out doubt, a ſecret foreboding of what 
was to happen ; but my evil genius 
prevented my liſtening to it. Five days 
after, I heard of this great Princeſs's 
death, and with her my children and 


myſelf loſt our firmeſt ſupport. 5 
5 . n 
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On the 20th of March, I ſet off for 
Koenigſberg, viſited all my friends and 
relations on the road, and was received 
with a kindneſs which I ſhall never for- 
get. I arrived there the 4th of April, 
and found my brother waiting for me 
with the greateſt impatience. I ſtaid 
with him near two months, ſometimes 
at his town, and ſometimes at his coun- 
try houſe; I then determined to join 
my wife and children in Auſtria, that I 
might wear peacefully away, in the bo- 
ſom of my family, the remains of a life, 
which, alas! has been a conſtant ſtate 
of warfare. - Be this as it will, I have 
no reaſon to regret undertaking the 
journey; my brother is become my 
friend, and a father to my children: 
one of my ſons is in the ſervice of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, who has aſſured him 
of his protection: my honour is vindi- 
cated in my native country, my poſſeſ- 
lions reſtored to me, and in Pruſſia, 
Gy - at 
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at leaſt I have ſurmounted my ill for- 

tune. bet ons 1 350 
Virtuous reader! wiſh me happineſs, 
and learn by the hiſtory of my life, 
that even at the loweſt pitch of mis- 
fortune, there are comforts within the 
reach of that man who knows how 
to ſeek them. At the age of ninetcen 
I had already loſt all that a man can 
loſe in this world, except my honour, 
and an intrepid heart, of which no hu- 
man power could deprive me. I was 
robbed of my fortune for two and 
forty years; I experienced extreme 
poverty without ever committing a 
mean action, and though often deceived, 
I never yet deceived any body. Thoſe 
who ſhared my great eſtates in Sclavonia, 
are obliged to hold down their heads 
in my preſence, while, bleſt with a clear 
conſcience, I dare the eyes of all the 
world. The truths I write are ſevere 
and undiſguiſed: ,1 do not ſpare the 
485 perſons 
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perſons who have injured me; and yet 
my works are not only tolerated, but 
appear with a privilege from the two 
Monarchs in whofe dominions I was 
perſecuted. ' I was deſpiſed, flighted, 
and condemned ; and notwithſtanding 
all this, I acquired (even when in 
a dungeon, and in the loweſt ſtate of 
abaſement to which a human ereature 
can be reduced) the univerſal reſpect 
and good-will of all virtuous men. 

I was ill treated by Sovereigns, be- 


cauſe unknown; but when truth 


gained the aſcendancy, they granted 
me acceſs to their perſons, FRAY 
honours, and juſtice. 

O God ! Eternal Arbiter of our deſti- 
nies, who brought me ſafe into port in 
ſpite of the tempeſt, receive the thanks 
of a grateful heart; preſerve all my fel- 
low-creatures from ſo harda fate as mine; 
but if it be the lot of any individual, 
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give-him at leaſt the arms with which 
you enabled me to triumph. _ 


Before I conelude my work, I pub- 
lickly declare, that at the time of my 
eſcape from Glatz, it was not, as I ſuſ- 

_ pected, Lieutenant Moliny, who inform- 
ed General F of the road I had taken. 

This ill office was done me by Captain 
Nimſchofsky, my own relation, as | 
diſcovered during my ſtay in Pruſſia; 
and I haſte to do juſtice to a man of 
honour who is till altve, and whom J 
count at this time in the number of aid 
friends. 

More fully to Ay my desderö 
curioſity, I think it proper to ſubjoin a 
ſnort account of the life of Baron 
Trenck, my couſin, as well as of that 
of my friend Schell. 


A SHORT 


TRENcK. 


7 
i 


"A d OKT 


HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


LIFE OF FRANCIS, BARON TRENCR, 


COLONEL IN THE SERVICE OF HER MAJESTY 
THE EMPRESS QUEEN, AND COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF OF A BODY OF PANDOURS, | 


oRANCIS, Baron Trenck, was born 

in 1714, in Calabria, a province of 
Sicily, where his father then com- 
manded. His mother was a lady of the 
family of Kettler, in Courland. Baron 
Trenck, the father, died Governor of 
Seitſchau in Hungary, i in 1743, leaving 
behind him a very conſiderable fortune, 
both in that kingdom and Sclavonia, 
where he poſſeſſed the eſtates called Kre- 
tovack, Steternitz, and Pakratz. Theſe . 
are the eſtates which he entailed « on me, 


8 and 
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and of which I haveſince been ſo unjuſtly 
deprived. He was my father's own 
brother, and his name was John. 
Francis, Baron Trenck, was fix feet 
three inches high, German meaſure; 
his perſon was beautiful, and his ſtrength 
ſo great, that he could cut off the head 
of an ox with His ſabre at a blow. As 
to his diſpoſition, I refer my reader to 
what I have ſaid of him in the firſt vo- 
lume of my work. His father, who 
was a mere ſoldier, and at the ſame 
time very avaricious, was extremely 
negligent in the education of his ſon, 
and let him | paſs the firſt years of his 
life among the Croats, whoſe ſavage and 
barbarous manners ſerved only to con- 
firm his natural inclination to cruelty. 
In company, however, no body would 
| have ſuſpected the ferocity of his diſpo- 
ſition; for Trenck was a man of abili- 
ties, ſpoke ſeven languages with facility 
and was ſurpaſſed by no body in the - 
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of pleaſing, when he choſe to make 
himſelf agreeable. He was very tur- 
bulent in his youth; and at an early 
age gave a looſe to the moſt violent paſ- 
ſions, which he never knew how to ſub- 
due. Old Trenck- refuſing to ſupply 
his extravagance, he thought proper, 
when no more than Cornet, to go and 
aſk one of his father's farmers for mo- 
ney. The farmer refuſing to give him 
any, Trenck drew his ſabre, and killed 


him on the ſpot. This affair occaſioned 
a proſecution, which might have been 


attended with fatal conſequences, if war 


had not been declared in 1736, between 


the Turks and Ruſſians. He took ad- 
vantage of the opportunity, to aſk leave 
of the Court of Vienna to raiſe a ſqua- 
dron of huſfars, and having obtained it, 
went over with his men to the ſervice 
of Ruſſia. | 

Trenck ſignalized himſelf mack in 


a war, and became a great favourite 
0 : - a 
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of Marſhal Munich. As often as he 
commanded a detachment againſt the 
- Tartars, he was ſure to return victori- 
ous, and his name became a terror 
to the enemy. At the end of the 
campaign he was appointed Major. / 
One day, when the regiment was on 
a march, and the Turks were running 
in diſorder, pell-mell, along a plain, 
Trenck perceived a favourable oppor- 
tunity of attacking them. He pointed 
it out to Colonel Rumin, and propoſed 
to him to lead his regiment to the 
charge; but the Colonel anſwered that 
he had no orders. Trenck then aſked 
permiſſion to charge with his ſquadron 
alone, and was refuſed. He fell im- 
mediately into a violent paſſion, and 
called out to the ſoldiers, If there be 
any brave fellows among you, let them 
follow me. About two hundred men 
ſtepped forward; he put himſelf at their 
head, made a dreadful carnage, beat 
| the 
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the enemy, and returned, intoxicated 
with joy, with the heads he had cut 
off, and the priſoners he had taken. 
As ſoon as he rejoined the regiment, 
he rode up to the Colonel, called him 
poltroon, and ſtruck him with his whip, 
without the other's making any reſiſt- 
ance. However, the matter became 
publick, Trenck was put under arreſt, 
tried by a court- martial, and condemned 
to be ſhot. The day on which the ex- 
ecution was to take place, Marſhal 
Munich, either by accident or deſign, 
paſſed by the tent in which the priſoner 
was confined. Trenck perceiving him, 
advanced, and addreſſed him in theſe 
words : © Will your Excellency allow a 
foreign gentleman to ſuffer an igno- 
* minious death, for having beat a Ruilian 
"who has diſhonoured himſelf by his 
* cowardice? Allow me rather to ſaddle 
my horſe, and to go and ſeekinthemidſt 
of the enemies battalions a glorious 
death, 
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© death, which will be at the ſame time 
© uſeful to the State.” (There was at 
this moment a: ſkirmiſh between the 
Tartars and advanced poſts.) _ 
The Marſhal averted. his head, 
and made no anſwer. Trenck in- 
ſiſted; Will your Excellency grant me 
* my pardon if I alone bring back three 
© of the enemies heads? 77s, was the 
anſwer. He immediately mounted his 
horſe, galloped to the field of action, 
and came back with four heads tied 
acroſs his ſaddle, and a flight wound he 
had received in his ſhoulder. Munich 
embraced him, and appointed him Ma- 
jor in another regiment. 

The proofs of valour he gave in his 
new corps were not leſs extraordinary. 
A Tartar having run him through the 
body with his lance, he ſeized it with his 
hands, broke it aſunder, and had not 
only the good fortune to eſcape, but 


alſo to be ſpeedily cured of his wound. 
5 


_ 
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His ſecond campaign was equally glo- 
rious, and he. became the favourite of 
Marſhal Munich, which drew on him 
the envy and hatred of all the Ruſſian 
Officers. : 

Some time before the cloſe of the 
war, his fiery diſpoſition brought him 
again into an unfortunate predicament. 
The Turks harraſſing his regiment, 
on a march, he begged the Colonel to 
charge them. The Colonel, who was 
a Ruſſian, refuſing, Trenck ſtruck him. 
He called his ſoldiers in vain to his 
aſſiſtance; he had no longer his Hun- 
garians at his ſide, but was abandoned, 
and confined. | 

A Court-Martial was aſſembled, 4 
he was condemned to die, without hope 
of pardon. The General, who was a 
foreigner himſelf, was afraid of offend- 
ing the Ruſſians, by ſhewing too great 
a partiality in my couſin's favour. | 

| | = + BW} 
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The day of execution arrived, ard 
Trenck was conducted to the place ap- 


pointed for that purpoſe; but the 


Marſhal had ſo ordered matters, that 
at the very moment when the ſoldiers 


were going to fire, Field Marſhal Loc- 


venthal and his wife made their ap- 


pearance. Trenck no ſooner ſaw them, 


than he implored their aſſiſtance; they 
interceded in his favour, and his ſen- 


tence was mitigated to baniſhment 1 in 


Siberia. | 
ie orogeſid - againſt. this ſecond 


judgment ; and the Marſhal wrote on 
the ſubject to Peterſburgh, from whence 


orders were brought to break him, and 
ſend him out of the Ruſſian dominions ; 
which were executed. On his return to 
his father's houſe in Hungary, he mar- 


ried. the daughter of Baron Tillier, 


Lieutenant Field Marſhal in the fervice 


of the Empreſs Queen. His wife did 


not live m for Trenck being impru- 
dent 


1 — Fm! — 
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dent enough to- carry, her, while preg- 
nant, on a hunting party into unwhole- 
ſome marſhes, ſhe fell ill, and died 
ſome time after, without er any 
children. if 
Trenck's 1 difpaſicion a 
him ill brook a quiet life. But having 
no opportunity of following his inclina- 
tion, all Europe being at peace, he 
formed the project of ridding Sclavonia 
of the banditti, by which it was in- 
feſted. Before I proceed further, it is 
neceſſary to make my reader acquainted 
with theſe people, whom no body 
before had dared to attack ſeriouſly, al- 

though they laid the whole country 
under contribution, and were guilty of 
the moſt unheard of ravages. 

They had their Chiefs, whom they 
called Harumbacha, and who were 
choſen from amongſt the ſtrongeſt, moſt 
intelligent, and braveſt of the band. 


The laws er eſtabliſhed were ſo rigo- 
rous 
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rous that they puniſhed the ſmaleſt 
fault with exceſſive ſeverity. If one of 


their people was betrayed in a village, 
they put all the inhabitants to death, 


without regard to age or ſex. Their 


fury was without bounds; and if it ſo 


happened that a whole band was cut off, 


the Harumbacha who came with ano- 
ther to ſupply its place, was under the 
obligation of exterminating all thoſe 
who had contributed to the misfor- 
ue." 717 

They were true e perlen They kept 


ſpies in Turkey, and frequently feil ſud- 


denly upon the Turks, and ſtripped 


them of their booty. At other times 


they murdered and robbed the mer- 


chants they met with on the road, and 


diffuſed univerſal conſternation through- 
out the countrf. No body dared any 


longer to expoſe himſelf to the hatred 


of theſe banditti, and the proprietors 
of land paid a ſmall contribution, 
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to engage them to defend their eſtates 
againſt the incurſions of the Turkiſh 
robbers. The gentlemen who were 
prudent enough to do fo, were ſure, 


they and their - vaſſals, to live unmo- 


leſted ; for the banditti had paſſed a law 


forbidding any of their people to forfeit 


his word. Each Bacha had a certain 
number of men under his command, 


and whenever there was a vacancy, a 


number of competitors offered them- 


ſelves to fill it, the Bacha being exempt 
from all labour, and abundantly ſup- 


plied with the neceſſaries of life. 
They ſtrolled without conſtraint about 


the country, and wore large rings and 


filver buttons, which made it eaſy to 


diſtinguiſh them. If ever they were 
attacked by regular troops, they were 


almoſt ſure to come öff victorious. 
They uſed to retire into immenſe foreſts, 
which no body but themſelves had ex- 
Pome! and' fally thence upon the 
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proprietors of land who refuſed to pay 


the contributions they demanded. 
Such were the people whom Trenck 


dared to attack with the Pandours, his - 
vaſſals. It is true that he afterwards 


obtained regular troops to aſſiſt him, 
having made an offer to the Court of 


Vienna to rid the country entirely of 


theſe dangerous enemies. A regular 
war began and perhaps more courage, 
prudence, and underſtanding were ne- 
ceſſary to carry it on, than to conduct 
numerous armies. Trenck ſeemed born 


for it; he hunted them night and day, 


and tracked them like wild beaſts, ſome- 


times killing one, ſometimes another, and 
treating them with unheard of cruelty, 


though he was conſtantly in danger of 


falling into their hands, through the 


treachery of his own people. 
I will here relate two adventures that 
will give a perfect idea of the charac- 


ter of this fingular man. He had im- 
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paled alive the father of a Harumbacha; 

One day, as he was patrolling the banks 
of a ſtream, that ſeparated the frontiers, 
he met the ſon, who was on the other 
ide with his whole band. It was a 
moonlight night, and the robber called 
out, © Trenck, I know your voice; 
you impaled my father, you perſecute 
eus like a ſcoundrel as you are, and are 
as treacherous in the advantages you 
take, as cruel in your diſpoſition. 
* Croſs the rivulet if you dare, and I 
will ſend away all my people: we will 
then lay aſide all our arms except our 
ſabres, and ſee who will remain maſter 
' of the field of battle! The propoſal 
being accepted, the robber diſmiſſed 
his band, and Trenck paſſed the ſtream. 
They drew their fabres, but at the mo- 
ment the combat was going to begin, 
Trenck ſhot his antagoniſt treacher- 
ouſly with a -pocket-piſtol, cut off 
his head, carried it away with him, 


and 
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and expoſed it on a pole. I leave my 
reader to determine whether this be- 


haviour to a free-booter, whoſe conduct 


was ſo open and ſo noble, be worthy of 
cenſure or praiſe. But be it as it may, 
the purſuit of the banditti was vigo- 
rouſſy continued, and my couſin be- 
came the terror of this dangerous race 
of men. The ſecond adventure wWas as 
follows. : 
One day, when Trenck was hunting, 
bs heard the ſound of muſick in a lone 
houſe, which belonged to one of his 


vaſſals. As he waz thirſty, he entered, 


and found the table ſpread, and a nu- 
merous company celebrating a wedding. 
He fate down among them without 
| heſitation, not ſuſpecting that the houſe 
was the rendezvous of the banditti. 
A moment after there appeared two 
Harumbacha of tall ſtature, and com- 
pletely armed. Trenck on ſeeing them, 


| could not conceal his alarm; but the 


| robbers 


— 
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robbers. immediately diſpelled his fear. 
© Trenck,' ſaid one of them, we never 


did any injury either to you or your 


« vaſſals, and yet you perſecute us with 
© unexampled cruelty., . Our way of 


thinking is nobler than your's ; eat 


in peace. We could if we pleaſed 


put you to death, without its being in 


your power to defend yourſelf; but 
be under no apprehenſion: when we 


© have eat and drank, we will ſee, ſword 


in hand, whoſe cauſe is the beſt, and 


whether you be really as brave and 


© invincible as en en make us 
believe. 
After this ſpeech 4 ſeated Trenck 


between them, and ſate down gaily to 
partake of the feaſt. It is eaſy to con- 


ceive the embarraſſment of my couſin, 


Eſpecially as he did not know but the 


two Chiefs might have left ſome of their 


banditti at the door, with orders to come 
to their aſſiſtance, whenever they might 


think 
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think proper to attack hin- Het there- 
fore drew his pocket piſtols unperceived, 
and pointing them under the table, at 
the bellies of his two adverſaries, diſ- 
charged both at once: then ſeizing the 
table, he overturned it on thoſe who 
were oppoſite to him, and luckily made 
his eſcape” out of the room. He had 
even the preſence of mind, on going 
out, to take away the muſket of one of the 

| robbers, that had been left ſtanding at the 
dcor. In the mean time, the two wound- 
ed chiefs lay weltering in their blood, 
and the other gueſts were endeavouring 
to get up. Okt of them at length ſuc- 
ceeding, ran like a madman after Trenck, 
who, having permitted him to come 
ſufficiently near, ſhort him dead with his 
own muſket, cut off his head, and car- 
, ried it home, to exhibit it to his people. 
Theſe repeated loſſes deprived the 
| banditti, by degrees, of their braveſt 


Chiefs, and _ were at laſt obliged to 
| ſeek 
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ſeek for refuge in the Turkiſh domi- 


nions. 
About this time the; war of 1741 was 
declared, and all the Hungarians took 


up arms in defence of their Queen. 


Trenck wrote immediately to Vienna, 


for permiſſion to raiſe a body of Pan- 
dours, on condition that a general par- 


don ſhould be granted to all the ban- 
ditti who might chuſe to inliſt. He 
obtained his requeſt, publiſned the 
amneſty, and began to raiſe men; but 
very few of the banditti would conſent 
to ſerve in his corps. He was, how- 


ever, more fortunate among his vaſſals, 
out of whom he raiſed a body of near 
five hundred men. When he got them 


together, he continued to hunt down the 
_ robbers, whom he, at laſt found means 
to ſhut up between the Saw and the 
Sarſaw, and forced them to capitulate. 
This ru him three hundred re- 
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cruits, who inliſted- among his, Pan- 
dours. 
„ I RE greateſt part of theſe men were 
fix feet high; ſtrong, and vigorous: they 
were good ſwimmers, and could run 
through the woods for whole hours, 
like deer. None but men of this de- 
ſcription were recaved Oy the ban- 
ditti. An "oy Ty 5760 

It is not haider; eilig that 
an experienced chief ſhould undertake, 
with ſuch ſoldiers as theſe, the moſt 
daring and extraordinary enterprizes : 
and, indeed, as long as any of them 
remained in Trenck's corps, the Pan- 
dours were not dreaded without reaſon. 
The great misfortune was, that they 
were entirely unacquainted with dil- 
cipline. However, my couſin, who 
was no ſtranger to their national cha- 
racter, contrived to keep up a kind of 
ſubordination among them. The de- 
bauchery he permitted, and the promiſe 
Tm of 
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of Pillage, were. means: that never failed 
of ſucceſs, when he wiſhed to engage 
them in any perilous undertaking. 


It is abſolutely. neceſſary that the 


officer, who commands ſuch ſoldiers 
ſhould be of the moſt undaunted courage. 


If he does not lead the attack himſelf, 


vith a promiſe of plunder, he will find 


it difficult to make his men advance; or if 
he ſhows, the ſmalleſt ſigns. of timidity, 
he may be ſure that his men will mu- 


tiny, and return to their homes. In 


a word, to make any thing of the Pan- 
dours, it is incumbent on their Com- 
mander to treat them with ſeverity, - 
and to connive at the ſame time at the 
horrible exceſſes they frequently commit. 
It was by ſuch conduct as this that 
Trenck acquired the reputation of an 
excellent partiſan, became the terror 


of the enemy; and did Maria Thereſa a 


important ſervice. 
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The following adventure happened 


to him in 1941, when is Pandours 
were ſtill entirely undiſciplined. One 
day, when he was exerciſing! his regi- 
ment, a whole company fired at him 
with ball cartridges, killed the running 
footman by his ſide, and his horſe under 
him. Trenck ran inſtantly in fury to 
the guilty company, counted one, two, 
three, four, and cut off the fourth mans 
head. He repeated this' three times, 


till he came to a Harumbacha, who not 


chufing to wait for him, ſtepped out of 
the ranks, drew his ſabre, and advanced 


to meet him. I fired at you,” ſaid he; 


defend yourſelf if you are able. Every 
body ſtood motionleſs Trenck attacked 
his enemy, and had the good fortune 
to bring him to the ground. He was 
rhen proceeding to cut off every fourth 
man's head, but the whole regiment 
took to their arms, levelled their muſ- 

by | kets 
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kets at him, * the nene e 
general. „ 
Convinced that it was no time to 
trifle, he ruſhed furiouſiy into the 
thickeſt of the crowd, and dealt his 
blows about indiſcriminately. The vio- 
lence of his fury ftruck terror into the 
Pandours; they fell upon their knees, 
and begged for pardon. Trenck, over- 
joyed to eſcape ſo well, granted it, after 
having embraced: ſeveral of them with 
great cordiality, and made a fpeech 
ſuitable to the occaſion, and the genius 
of the troops to whom it was addreſſed. 
From that time his regiment was in- 
eee eee he Was ak: their | 
When Fa arrived i in i * met 
with numberleſs opportunities of ac- 
quiring glory. The French army had 
been beat near Lintz. Trenck was 
ſure to be found where any thing was 
to be done, treating his priſoners with 
N H 3 the 
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the greateſt barbarity, and making it a 
rule never to give quarter in action. 
The very appearance of his Pandours 
carried terror along with it: their 
cruelty, joined to the ferocity of their 
attack, and their addreſs in plundering, 
ſpread far and wide the terror of their 
arms. Trenck was intelligent, active, 
a good ſoldier, and knew how to place 
every ſoldier in the poſt thatſuned him; 
he was, in conſequence, ſoon known, 
and eſteemed. He gained the confi- 
dence and friendſhip of Prince Charles, 
as well as that of Field Marſhal Count 
Kevenhuller, who derived great advan- 
tage from his talents, and granted him 
a more extenſive àuthority than any 
partiſan had before enjoyed. Trenck 
was always the advanced guard of the 
army, purſuing the enemy into the 
heart of Bavaria, where he deſtroyed 
every thing with fire and ſword. As 


Prince Charles had ordered him to lay 
- that 


LIFE OF BARON TRENCK, 175 


that fertile country waſte, the Pandours 
did not ſpare it, and got an -immenſe 
quantity of plunder, which their Colo- 
nel bought for much leſs than its 
value, and ſent 1 it to his eſtaces in Scla- 
voniay 4.55 217 | 
The city of en was ; treated with 
particular and horrible barbarity: the 
Pandours ſet fire to it, and moſt of its 
inhabitants were devoured by the flames. 
The women and children, who in at- 
tempting to make their eſcape were 


obliged to croſs a bridge, were 


firſt rifled, and then thrown into the 
river. This action was one of thoſe 
with which Trenck was reproached at 
the time of his trial; but he juſtified 
himſelf by ſaying, 

Firſt, That the 3 of Cham 
had cut off the hands of fix of his men, 
and afterwards led them in triumph | 
rough the town. 
—4 4 Ss: 
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_ Secondly, That the place was taken 
by aſſault. 

Thirdly, That Prince Chockes: had 
sven him orders to 5 as and had 


| The banks of the ler he ne 
day with the barbarity of Trenck. 
Deckendorf and Filzkaf were the vic- 
tims of his fury. In the former of 
theſe towns, he took fix hundred French 
troops priſoners of war, though he had 
oply; his Adjutant, and a few Officers 
with him. His men were more than 
four miles off ; but he had placed Pan- 
dours great coats upon -pitch-forks, 


feattered here and there at a diſtance, 


and the garriſon taking them for ſen- 
tinels, became the nn of this ſtra- 
tagem. 

The reſt of hes events of. the war of 
Bavaria, in. which he was cancerned, 
may be ſeen in the Hiſtory of the 


Empreſs Maria Thereſa. It is true, 


that 
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that he. is always repreſented in the 
moſt unfavourable light; for as he died 
in diſgrace, he had it not in his power 
to make . to * editors of * 
work. in | 

Trenck kiieg 3 corps, 

ll it amounted to four thouſand men, 
it was Converted, in the year 1743, into 
a regiment .of Hungarian Infantry, 
which fill, however, preſerved the 
name of Pandours. He added to it, 
beſides, fix, hundred Huſſars, and a 
hundred and fifty Rangers ; but though 
he paid them himſelf, and mounted 
ald armed them at his own expence, 
yet at the reduction, the money arifing 
from the ſale of their horſes, muſkets, 
&c. was paid into the treaſury, and has 
never been accounted for to me. 

With ſo numerous a corps, he under- 
took more confiderable- enterprizes ; 
levied contributions to the amount of ſe- 

f veral millions of florins; captured a great 

; H 5 num- 
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number of places by aſſault; and in the 
ſpace of five years made ſeven thouſand 
French and Bavarians, and three thou- 
ſand Pruſſians, priſoners of war. It is 
very remarkable that he was never beat. 
Every thing ſucceeded to his wiſh; 

which inſpired bis men with ſo much 
confidence, that nothing diſmayed them 
when he was at their head. He was, 
indeed, the firſt man Werd ever Vas able 

| to diſcipline the Croats. 0 ft 
In the year 1744, we „ obliged the 
French to repaſs the Rhine. He ſwam 
acroſs the ſame river himſelf, with 
ſeventy Pandours, took a fort near Phi. 
lipſburgh by-affault, killed the Marquis 
de Crevecœur, who commanded it, with 
his own hand, and leſt a detachment to 
guard his conqueſt; then, croſſing the 
other branch of the Rhine with equal 
ſucceſs, he ſurptiſed two regiments of 
Bavarian Cavalry in their camp, and by 
this daring manauvre 00 the whole 
| 13 army 
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army to retreat. Alſace then became 
the theatre of his glory; where he 


ſpread terror and conſternation, 
and laid the whole province under 
contribution. B 


The Pruſſians en into Un. 


8 in September 1744, the Imperial 


army was obliged to leave Alſace, to 
haſten to the relief of that kingdom. 
Trenck was on this occaſion charged 
with The rear guard, and came off with 
honour. 12886 

l vill not enter into a eien 


count of the events of this campaign, 


which are well known: I vill only ſay 


that he gave unequivocal proofs of his 


abilities and ardour at Tabor and Bud- 
weis, one of which places he ventured 
to attack openly, at the head of three 
hundred men, though it was defended 
by two Pruffian regiments ; thoſe of 
Walrabe and Kreutz. It is true, that 
the ditch being deeper than his 

| | H 6 ſpies 
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ſpies had reported, his ladders proved 
two ſhort, and the greateſt part of his 
men were either killed or drowned. 
Notwithſtanding all this, the garriſons 
of Tabor, Budweis, and Fort Faven- 
berg ſurrendered priſoners of war, al- 
though his corps was ye" * 95 
miles diſtant. 

His return to Vienna in the month 
of February, 1745, reſembled a triumph. 
Every body was eager to fee him, and 
the Empreſs herſelf received him 
with the moſt en marks of diſ- 


tinction. 
Trenck, though highly aces with 


his reception, ſoon left Vienna, in 
order to recruit on his eſtate. He in- 
liſted eight hundred men, with whom 
he immediately rejoined the army. The 
Court granted him every thing he aſked, 
and he continued to be employed dur- 
ing this en, with his mm 
ſucceſs. ee anno 


; 


4 
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It was in the month of September of 
the ſame year, that was fought the battle 
of Sorau. I have already related the 
manner 1n which my. couſin behaved, 
and the report fabricated by his ene- 
mies to ruin him, by pretending that 
he had made the King of Pruſſia priſoner 
in his tent, and afterwards releaſed him. 
This infamous calumny, of which I 
have demonſtrated the falſity judicially, 
for the honour of the family, ſince his 
death, was the ſole cauſe: of his inis- 
fortune; for the appellation of crimes 
cannot well be given to the other articles 
of which he was accuſed ; fuch as his 
cutting off the heads of mutinous 
Pandours; cafſhiering Officers who 
had miſbehaved; buying church 
plate of his people, and melting 
it down; his not going to maſs; his 
apprehending malefactors in the con- 
vents, where they had taken refuge, 
&c. &c. Such actions were eaſily juſti- 

5 filable 
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fable in a Chief who commanded ſoldiers 
ſo ferocious and undiſciplined as his. 
I paſs over the baſe means made uſe 
of to entrap him; and the many 
treacherous arts and pre varication of 
his judges, ſeveral of whom have been 
either diſmiſſed from their employ ments, 
or impriſoned mand will conclude this 
article by obſerving that Trenck was a 
man of matchleſs cruelty of diſpoſition ; 
that he was avaricious, ungrateful to his 
friends, revengeful, and paſſionate; but I 
will add, at the ſame time, that few men 
equalled him in military talents: 
intrepid to a fault, indefatigable; intel- 
ligent, and faithful to his Prince. 
His blood flowed frequently in the ſer- 
vice of his country : he contributed more 
than any other man to ſupport the tot- 
tering, throne: of his miſtreſs, and yet he 
died in priſon. at the age of thirty- 
three, a victim to the batred, malice, 
and avarice of his enemies. . 1 
8 h THE 
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\ LEXANDER' SCHELL, whoſe 
adventures are fo cloſely connected 
with mine, as ſeen in the firſt part of 
this work, was of a good family in 
Swabia. His ' mother's maiden name 
was >wenſtein, and his father, who 
had loſt his whole fortune by an'un- 
lucky law-fuit, lived 1 in the greateſt Po- 
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He was at firſt Lieutenant in che! re- 
giment of Wirtemberg, and ſoon after 


went over to the ſervice of the King of 
Pt rruſſia, to whom the Duke of Wirtem- 


berg made a preſent of the regiment; 
but having committed ſome youth- 
ful diſorders, he was turned over to the 
garriſon battalion of Mutſcheſalls, by 
Vay of puniſhment. 


It is eaſy to conceive t the diſcontent 


of Schell, whoſe principles at bottom 
were not bad. He ſpent a great deal 


of money, received no remittances 


from home, and finding his pay reduced 
to ſuch a trifle, that it was ſcarcely poſ- 
ſible for him to ſubſiſt, he reſolved to 
deſert the firſt opportunity. General 
ms” Governor of Glatz, contributed 
in a great meaſure to ſtrengthen his de- 
termination, by cavilling with him on 
every occaſion, and putting him under 
arreſt for the moſt trifling faults. Schell 


made General F—— his enemy by a 
ſatire 
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ſatire he wrote on the amours of his 
daughter and Major Doo. And as he 
was a man of much wit, his e 
made a great deal of noiſe. 7 
It was at this very time, and at a 
arreſted for debt, that Lieutenant Bach 
propoſed to him to make his eſcape 
with me, and by this piece of ſervice 
10 gain a friend who might be uſeful. 
The reader will ſuppoſe that he did not 
find much difficulty in perſuading him. 
He was good- natured / and ſympathiz- | 
ing, and had long felt concern for my 
misfortune. He has; ſince, however; 
confeſſed to me; that this conſideration 
had leſs weight with him, than the 
pleaſure of revenging himſelf on Ge- 
neral F—, by ſetting a priſoner at 
large, whoſe eſcape might ee the 
Commandant into trouble. 
If I had not mentioned cheſs ponds 
culars, it would have * ſtrange 
. that 
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that a man whom I had never ſeen, 
and who owed me no obligation, ſhould | 
have conſented to deſert in open day, 
when Officer of the guard, with a 
State priſoner, and thus expoſe him- 
ſelf ro ſuffer an ignominious death, in 
caſe he ſhould be taken; 
As this event has already been related 
in my firſt volume, I will only add 
here, that although Schell was offered 
the means of eſcaping alone, he was 
ſenſible that by leaving me behind, he 
ſhould find himſelf, in a deplorable ſitu- 
ation, without either money or re- 
ſources. He was beſides a man of un- 
daunted firmneſs and reſolution, and 
having promiſed to ſet me at liberty, 
his vanity prompted him to keep his 
word. Naturally inconſiderate, he al- 
ways followed the firſt impulſe of his 
paſſions; and this frequently brought 
him into dangers he had not foreſeen. 
All theſe things united made him take 
. the 
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6 deſperate reſolution to die, or ſet 
me free. He met the danger without 
diſmay, preſerved his preſence of mind, 
and dared to undertake an enterprize, 
which having ſucceeded, was more ad- 
mired than condemned. 

On our arrival at Vienna, the firſt 
object to which I turned my attention, 
was the procuring of an employment 
for Schell. Prince Charles, at my cou- 
ſin's recommendation, was pleaſed to 
give him a Lieutenancy in the regiment 
of Pallavicini, then in Italy, and under 
orders for the ſiege of Genoa. 1 fitted 
him out in the beſ way I was able, and 
gave him ſufficient money for his Jour- 
ney. But unfortunately Schell was 4 


gameſter, and when I thought him al- 8 


ready with his regiment, I received a 
very-laconick letter, dated from Gratz, 
in which he told me, that he had loſt 
his money, his watch, and every thing 
he poſſeſſed ; and that if I could not 

» 1 aſſiſt 
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aſſiſt him, he was determined to go and 
ſeek his fortune elſewhere. | Having, by 
good fortune, / juſt received a remittance 
from Berlin, I ſent him five: hundred 
florins, with which he at laſt arrived at 
his journeys end. He ſtayed, however, 
only four months with the regiment; 
he lent his money, his itch for play re- 
turned, and, finding O other expedient, 
he took the, money of ; the company, 
deſerted with a non: commiſſioned offi. 
cer, and aggravated his fault, byrretiring 


to N To. which, — tho 
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leds manner, d Fa bad chreved into 
the Genoeſe ſervice, in quality of Cor- 
poral. Fortunately L found an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to the Venetian Am- 
baſſador at Vienna, to whom I recom- 
mended my thoughtleſs friend. I ſent 
him. alſo ſome money, and a few months 
after procured him a 1 I 
7 | : a 
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all was to no: purpoſe, for the very ſame 
year he gave up his appointment ro | 


4.4 


inliſt as private ſoldier, in the ſervice of 
Modena. Shortiy after he made me 
acquainted with, the ſtep he had taken, 
and begged me to aſſiſt him. Baron 
Lopreſti, with whom I was very inti- 
mate, had friends at Modena, and I was 
fortunate enough, through his means, 
to procure him another commiſſion, and 
once more fitted him out. Here pru- 
dence obliged him to change his name, 
and he took that of Leſch, which he 
had ſormerly aſſumed, at the riwe | 
of our flight from Glati .. 
What an unfortunate Gulation is 1 
of a man whoſe bad conduct obliges 
him to change his name, before he can 
be received among men of Honour 
And yet this was ther fate of Schell, 
who was far from being an unprineipled 
man; but whoſe imprudence, and ſund- 
nat, for play, led him aſtray from the 
om 
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paths of honour; and THe” him \wan- 


der about the world in che charager 
of an adventurer, 

Thus was my rien Schel, thro 
my intereſt; Lieutenant if ke erde 
of Modena, and univerſally” eſteemed 
and reſpected; : He promiſed never to 
play, and to be more regular in his 


conduct, and perhaps would' have kept 


his word, if an unforeſeen event had 

not interfered with his good reſolutions. 
The Archduke came to Vienna, and 
brought with him ſeveral Officers, ſent 
by the Empreſs Queen to teach the 
troops of the Duchy the new exerciſe. 
Unfortunately two officers of the regi- 
ment of Pallavicini were of the num- 
ber. When Schell heard this, the 
fear of being known, which would cer- 
tainly have been the caſe, made him 
deſert again, and inliſt as private ſol- 
dier, in the Swiſs regiment of Souter, in 


the ſervice of Sardinia. He wrote me 


of 
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of his new misfortune at the time, but 
I was then in confinement at Magde- . 
burg, and unable to aſſiſt either him 
or myſelf. When I was ſet at liberty, 
in the month of December 1763, I 
made. fruitleſs enquiries after my friend 
at Modena: no body could tell me what 
was become of him. | 
Being at Vienna in 1769, I went to 
ſee the Sardinian Ambaſſador, at whoſe 
houſe |. I met by accident Captain 
Renard, of the Swiſs regiment of Souter. 
As we were ſpeaking of ſeveral Pruſſian 
Officers whom fortune had ill treated, 
Captain Renard took occaſion to beſtow 
great praiſe on a man of the name of 
Leſch, Clerk and Pay-Serjeant of his 
Company. His anſwers to ſeveral 
queſtions I aſked him, convinced me 
that this man could be no other than 
my friend Schell. I immediately wrote 
to him, and received an anſwer, which 
deſerves to be made known. I re- 
EL mitted 
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mitted him ſome money: he ſont it 


back, and told me by letter that he was 


no longer in want of aſſiſtance; that hav. 


ing renounced all vahiy, he lived quictly 


dn the income of his employment, and 
the proſit he derived from ſeveral 


ſcholars, to whom he taught the 
languages, drawing, and muſick, 
afforded him much more than the ne- 


ceſſaries of life: that he was beloved, 
eſteemod, and in good health; that his 
company. was courted ; that he had 
and:that he would not change his ſitua- 


tion for the moſt affluent. fortune : that 


he was therefore determined to be a bur- 


then to me no longer; that I had al- 


ready done enough for him, and that it 
was time I ſhould think öf myſelf 
Highly pleaſed with his preſent way of 
thinking, I propoſed to him ſeveral 


ſchemes to better his fortune, but he 


continued unſhaken in his reſolution, 
03: (71 ; | and 
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and adviſed me that he was determined 
not to quit the garriſon of Alexandria; 


and that the only thing he deſired was 


to ſee me once more before he died. 

In 1972, when I reſided at Aix la 
Chapelle, and at the moment I expected 
it the leaſt, who ſhould enter my 
room but my friend Schell. The reader 


will eaſily conceive the pleaſure I felt 
on ſeeing him. He had juſt performed 


a long journey on foot on purpoſe to pay 
me this viſit. He related to me the ro- 
mantic adventures he had met with, the 
greateſt part- of which I have forgotten. 


Pleaſure. was the only object of his 


purſuits in this life; and that he might 
have an opportunity of forming a more 


intimate acquaintance with women to 


his taſte, he learned embroidery, and 
other female employments. He was 


alſo maſter of languages, and a very good 


poet. This laſt talent, above all, made 
him a favourite of the fair ſex for the laſt 
Von I _ fifteen 
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fifteen years of his life, * * paſſed 


in Italy. 
le ſtayed four months with me, 


during which time he inſtructed my 
children with the affection of a parent, 
and was univerſally eſteemed by all 
who knew him. He was fond of ſoli- 
tude, and was become a man of real 
merit; his wit, which before was fo 
lively, had loſt all its vivacity; abſent 
and penſive, he ſeldom took a ſhare in 
the converſation, his principal occupa- 


tion being reading, or walking up 


and down, with ' a countenance ex- 

preſſive of the deepeſt melancholy. I 
ſoon perceived that he began to grow 
. tired of his fituation, and wiſhed to re- 
turn to Alexandria. 


A month had ſcarcely elapſed from 


his arrival at Aix la Chapelle, when 
one day, as he was walking on the ram- 
parts, he was ſo abſorbed in thought, that 


he fell into the ditch of the place. His 
| ; ſhoulder 
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ſhoulder was diſlocated by this acci- 


dent, and he was obliged to be carried 


to my houſe. 

His fortitude and patience were ad- 
mirable; he never complained, and 
was Cured in a ſhort ſpace of time. 
When I reflected on the extraordinary 
change that had taken place in his 


character, I-could not help being alarm- 


ed, for ſear my poor friend ſhould en- 


tirely loſe his reaſon: he apprehended - 


it himſelf, and mentioned it ta me; but 
he aſſured me at the ſame time, that it 
did not give him the leaſt uneaſineſs, 
as he was always provided with a pow- 
der, with which he defied madneſs, 


the infirmities of age, and the cruelty 


of fortune. | % 

In other reſpects his diſpoſition was 
unaltered, * If I had ſaid to him: 
Schell, I have been ill uſed, mn you 
* muſt take vengeance for me; I am 


fure that no conſideration would have 
| I 2 ſtopped 
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ſtopped him. He had the throne 


of not believing inthe immortality ofthe 
ſoul, and yet I never knew a man who 


was leſs afraid of death. 

During his ſtay at Aix la Chapelle, 
he ſhowed me the ſcars of ſixteen 
wounds, of ſeveral of which I had been 


the occaſion. In all perilous ſituations 


he was ſure to be a ſufferer, and had 
fractured both his arms and one leg by 


different accidents. This, however, 
did not diminiſh his intrepidity, for 


few men decided a diſpute more Chear- 
fully than he. 
© His amours would have made a ſtory 
ſingularly intereſting. - It is much to be 
lamented that his writings both on 
natural philoſophy and moral ſub- 
jects did not fall into my hands, and are 
now perhaps buried with him. 

I was in hopes of prevailing with him 


ah prolong his viſit, but his leave was 


yy expired, and he wiſhed to die at 
Alexan- 


* 
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Alexandria. One morning, when I ex- 
pected it the leaſt, I found that Schell 
had diſappeared, and left the following 
letter on ”Y bureau. 


My good friend, 

You have a numerous fs which 
may ſtill increaſe, and you have every 
reaſon to be content, ſince you poſ- 
ſeſs one of the moſt reſpectable of women: 
ſo that, far from being uſeful, I am a 
burthen to you at Aix la Chapelle. 
You are not ſufficiently rich to ſupport 
me, and I -have too honourable a way 
of thinking to take advantage of your 
friendſhip. The duties of a father are 
the firſt to be conſidered. I am con- 
tented; I have ſeen you happy, and 
leave you in good health. | 

In all probability we ſhall never meet 
again; but do not give yourſelf any 
concern on my account. I am in want 
of nothing, and ſhall find every thing 

13 at 
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at Alexandria neceſſary to my happi- 
neſs. You alone will be wanting ; but 
I muſt learn to ſuffer this privation, 
for I am determined that in future 
you ſhall: make no ſacrifice for me. 
You no longer owe me any obligation; 
on the contrary, you have done much 
more for me than the duties of friend- 
ſhip or gratitude required. I ſet you 
at liberty at Glatz, it is true; but poſſi- 
bly you would have ſuffered leſs if I 
had -not done you that piece of ſervice. 
It is likewiſe true that my regard for you 
was a leſs inducement to perform what! 
did, than my deſire to be revenged on 
the King and F-——, My intereſt alſo 
was a motive: I hoped by your aſſiſt- 
ance to make my fortune; I had no 
other reſource, and I felt myſelf hum- 
bled by the thought of ſerving in a gar- 
riſon battalion. wm: 
Whenever I am attacked by any 
dangerous diſeaſe, you will receive my 


laſt 
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laſt letter, and my exiſtence will be at 
an end; for I am determined not to 
live in torment. As for you, the caſe. 
is different; you muſt live for your 
children; and it is in this reſpect alone 
I ſhould pity you, were you to meet 
with any new calamity. Do not be 
under any concern about the expences 
of my journey; I have ſtill the watch 
you gave me, with the fix louis d'ors 1 
was to have paid the taylor for my coat, 
and my legs are as good as they were 
thirty years ago, when we walked : 
through Poland. . a 

I leave you the journal of that ex- 
traordinary | Journey, that you may make 
uſe of it, if ever you write the hiſtory of 
your life: the circumſtances it contains 
are remarkable enough to claim a place 
in your narrative. The greateſt. part 
of our career is over, and we ſhall ſoon 
be no more; but we have both of us 


looked death in the face, and ſhall doubt- 
I 4 1 
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leſs meet him undiſmayed. However 
this may be, you may reſt aſſured chat 
as long as] exiſt, I ſhall ever remain what 
J have been in regard to you; that is to 
ſay, ready at the firſt word, to ſpill my 
laſt drop of blood in defence ans your 


honour, or your life. 
It 1s with theſe ſentiments, which 


will laſt as long as my 8 that I bid 


you farewel. 
Your friend, 


ALEXANDER SCHELL. 


It is unneceſſary to ſay how much 
I was afflicted at his ſudden departure, 
which put it out of my power to give 
him money for the expences of his 
journey. A few days after, being 
obliged to go to Vienna, I paſſed 
through Frankfort in my way, and there 
I met with honeſt Schell, who was wait- 
ing for letters from his family, We 


9 two _ GE but notwith- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding all my entreaties, I could not 
prevail on him to ſtay with me; and 
found it difficult to make him accept 
twenty louis d' ors, to render the jour- 
ney to his garriſon more agreeable. We 
then bade one another farewell for 
ever. W | 
Three weeks aer I received the fol- 
lowing letter at Vienna. 


My good friend, | 
When we were at Frankfort, you 
obliged me to take twenty louis d'ors,. 
which your children have occaſion for, 
and of which you may perhaps feel the 
want ; may you, as a reward for your 
goodneſs, be ſenſible to the happineſs 
your money diffuſed through a whole 
family; an old man of eighty-two 
years of age, ſtarving with his wife and 
children, in a poor peaſant's hut, at the 
moment when his ſon Schell, whom he 
thought long ſince dead, came. unex- 

CEE * 
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pectedly in, and had the inexpreſſible 
pleaſure of relieving the wretchedneſs 
of thoſe to whom he owed his ex- 
iſtence. ©, 

How happy ſhould I be, my dear 
Trenck, if my pen could give you all 
the 'particulars of this affecting ſcene. 
My 'parents had heard nothing of mc 
for four and twenty years, and thought 
| I was dead. I knew that they had 
been ruined by a law-ſuit, and was 
- fearful of adding to their afflictions by 
acquainting them with my own mis- 
fortunes. My father, on hearing the 
manner in which I had quitted the 
Pruſſian ſervice, curſed me: my mo- 
ther wept for her ſon; but the wretch- 
ed ſituation of her other children, ſoon 
diverted her thoughts from him in 
whom ſhe had hoped to find a ſupport 
in her old age. She well knew my talents ; 
nothing had been neglected to culti- 


vate them, and yet I had been ungrate- 
ful 
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ful enough to abandon her. My eldeſt 
ſiſter, who for twelve years paſt had 
been afflicted with the palſy, was in 
bed, and ſtarving: the younger one 
had loſt her reaſon to ſuch a degree, 
as to be ſometimes raving mad. My 
elder brother, Major in a Pruſſian re- 
giment, was diſmiſſed the ſervice, on 
account of my adventure at Glatz, and 
now ſerves as Corporal in Denmark, 
where he goes by another name. My 


reſpectable father, covered with rags, - 


and ill with the dropſy, was ſitting on 
an old joint ſtool, while my mother, 
though ſeventy years of age, was obli- 
ged to perform the offices of ſervant 
and nurſe. | | 
At the time I arrived they had been 
ſeveral days without any thing to eat but 
dry bread ; the penſion of nine florins a 
month, which they received from the 
Prince who had ruined them, was ſpent, 
and they were never paid in advance. 
They 
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They were ſpeaking of me, and en- 
couraging one another, when all at 


once I entered the houſe, made 


myſelf known, and nn them re- 
Let, | nB nts 
Heavens! how can I deſcribe this 
moment ! Witneſs to the poverty 
and wretchedneſs of my family, I ſtood 
motionleſs at firſt ; but ſoon recollect- 
ing myſelf, I threw my louis d'ors on 
the table. Are they your own, my 
ſon? ſaid my mother. Ves, mother, 
ſaid I, I came by them honourably, 
and have brought them to aſſiſt you. 
Aſtoniſhment and joy was painted in 
© every face. The old man ſhed tears, 
and my mother ſobbed in my arms. 
My fick ſiſter begged. that a little feaſt 
might be prepared to celebrate my 
return, and the poor mad girl laughed. 
and danced, ſhe did not know why. 
After theſe firſt demonſtrations of 


Joy were a little calmed, and I had re- 
lated 
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lated to my family as much of my ad- 
ventures as it was neceſſary to tell them, 
dinner was prepared. We ſate down to 
table, and J had the pleaſure, my dear 


friend, to regale my poor parents with 
your money, on the brink of the grave, 


and to convert their malediction into 
bleſſings. 

It is to you alone that I am indebted 
for this day, one of the happieſt of my 
life; for I ſhould never have returned 
home without money. If I had not 
been witneſs of this ſcene, death would 
have been indifferent to me ; but now 
I conſider life as a duty. My father, 
mother, and fiſters ſtand in need of my 
aſſiſtance, and I will ſupport them. I 
haſte to Alexandria: there J ſhall earn 
more than enough to keep them; and 
It is from this day only that I begin to be 
acquainted with true felicity. 

I will not inform you where I found 


this unfortunate family; you would de- 
prive 
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prive me of the pleaſure of working for 


them. I well know the generoſity of 
your heart, but I know alſo that you 
have little to ſpare. When I feel my 
end appraaching, or can no longer earn 
any thing, I will let you know the abode 


of my parents. You. will then ſupply 


my place, and I ſhall die without regret. 
I paſſed nine days at my father's. Threc 


louis d'ors were ſpent for our little feaſts, 


fifteen more and my watch remained on 


the table, and I ſtole away, as I did at 


Aix la Chapolle, leaving a letter be- 


hind me. 


You fee by this es 1 twenty 
louis d'ors were never better ſpent, than 
thoſe you gave me at Frankfort. Fare- 
wel my worthy friend! do not ſorget 
me. If I ſhould want any thing, I will 
let you know. In the mean time, let 

me hear from you once a year, and tell 
me any thing fortunate that may betal! 


. wy am ſure you will be ſorry that 


I do 
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J do not tell you the reſidence of my 
parents; you would go thither imme- 
diately ; but that is preciſely the reaſon. 
J keep it a ſecret. I wiſh to. reſerve 
for myſelf the pleaſure of aſſiſting 
them. 

You will receive this letter Gig Ulm, 
although I write it in Switzerland, where 
I am already arrived. I have requeſted 
a perſon of my acquaintance to put it 
in the poſt- office. May your virtue 
preſerve you from every kind of adver- 
ſity, and may you meet with your re- 
ward from God, or from the world! 
I ſhall live and die your grateful, and 
certainly your moſt faithful friend, 


ALEXANDER SCHELL, 


Secretary of the Swiſs regiment of Souter, 
in the ſervice of the King f 2 
at Alexandria. 


5 I after- 
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J afterwards received two more letters 


nearly in the ſame ſtyle. In the ſecond 


Schell told me that an old woman had 
left him a legacy of a hundred and fifty 
ducats. His joy on being able to ſend 
ſo large a ſum to his family was inex- 


preſſible. I have loſt theſe letters, and 


am ſorry for it. The following is his 
laſt, which I received after two years 
ſilence. 


The dying Schell, to his friend Trenck. 


When you receive this letter, I ſhall 


| be no more. My thread of life is at 


an end. Never, my dear friend, did 
any man leave this world with ſo much 


tranquility, as I ſhall. do a few hours 


hence, after having given you, with all 
the preſence of mind of which I am 
capable; this laſt proof of the moſt heart- 


telt gratitude. 
\ 16 Have . 


| OS om An td #7 


- LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 209 


I have ſeen you happy, my friend, 
and I leave you eaſy and contented. 
My father and mother have been dead 
theſe two years. I had the happineſs 
of aſſiſting them till their laſt moments. 
My paralytick ſiſter bade the world 
farewel ſix weeks ago. She who is mad, 
is no longer in want of any thing, in 
the hoſpital, in which ſhe is confined. 
The woman whom 1 loved, has mar- 
ried a young man who adores her; and 
as: I deteſt envy, I am determined not to 
be jealous. | | 
Gravelly pains, added to the! con- 
ſumption, torment me to ſuch a degree, 
that T am become a living ſkeleton. 
My phyſician has diſcovered ſigns of 
my approaching diſſolution: I perceive 
them myſelf, and in a few days, or a 
few hours, I ſhall find means to ſhorten 
my ſufferings. 2 
You know what I have carried about 
me, for that purpoſe, for ſeveral years 
11 l | * 
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paſt, and ſince I have nothing to hope 


for, or to loſe, theſe lines will be the laſt 
you will ever receive from your faithful 
friend. My expiring ſoul will, however, 
ſtill live in you, and I ſhall not die 
altogether, ſince I leave pw in * 


world. 


Honours, renown, and the opinion of 
poſterity, are all indifferent to me. I 
15 unknown, and my name dies with 

Auoid, henceforward, the priſons 
is Glatz. and Spielberg: you have no 


| longer a Schell. I, on my party leave 


no friend who ſtands in need of your 
aſſiſtance, or whom I. have occaſion to 
recommend. No, Trenck! I am no 
longer any thing to you, and your ſen- 
ſibility, if you were preſent to bid me 


adieu, would only ſerve to awaken in my 


breaſt fruitleſs regret. Sleep already 


takes poſſeſſion of my ſenſes my 


eyes grow heavy they will ſoon be 
cloſed, never to open again. Ab, 
ns. 


* 
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Trenck! in the cold embraces of death, 
friendſhip and gratitude are my lateſt | 
ſentiments, and your happineſs my laſt 
wiſh. Thus ends your Alexander, for- 
merly Schell, now Leſch, at Alexan- 
dria. 


May 24, 1776. 


Immediately upon the receipt of this 
letter, I wrote to the regiment of Souter, 
to make enquiry after my poor friend. 
The anſwer I received was, that he had 
been found dead in his bed the 26th 
of May. He had written to his 
Colonel, and ſeveral Officers, who 
ſincerely regretted him. His Captain 
has made a collection of his odes 
and fatires written in Italian. 
They will perhaps appear on ſome 
future day, with another name, and 
will certainly give celebrity to him, 
who ſhall call himſelf the author. 
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